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Annotation. This article explores the wedding traditions, rituals, and matchmaking customs
in Russian and Uzbek families. Uzbek wedding traditions, which have evolved over centuries, are
renowned for being among the oldest in the world. In Uzbekistan, a wedding is far more than a
festive occasion; it encompasses a series of traditional ceremonies conducted in a specific
sequence. This intricate process can span from a month to an entire year, reflecting the importance
of selecting a suitable bride for young Uzbeks. Families meticulously investigate the prospective
bride, her background, and her environment to ensure she is a worthy life partner.

The initial ceremony, known as “Hatim”, takes place at the bride's residence, where close
family and friends gather to bless the couple and exchange gifts. Following this is the "Nikah," the
official wedding ceremony, which is held either in a mosque or at the groom's home. After the
“Nikah”, a grand feast is hosted, bringing together relatives and friends to celebrate the union. The
festivities continue the next day with the “Kelin Salom” ceremony, marking the bride's first visit to
her husband'’s home.
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MADANIYATLARNI BOSHISH O‘ZBEK VA RUS TO‘Y AN’ANALARINI
QIYOSIY O‘RGANISH

Turdialiyeva Elnura,
Andijon davlat universiteti

Annotatsiya. Ushbu magqolada rus va o ‘zbek oilalaridagi to‘y an’analari, urf-odatlari va
sovchilik urf-odatlari o ‘rganiladi. Asrlar davomida shakllangan o ‘Zbek to‘y an'analari dunyodagi
eng gadimiy an‘analardan biri sifatida tanilgan. O ‘zbekistonda to‘y bayramdan ko ‘ra ko ‘proq; u
ma'lum bir ketma-ketlikda o ‘tkaziladigan bir gator an'anaviy marosimlarni oz ichiga oladi. Bu
murakkab jarayon bir oydan butun yilga cho Zzilishi mumkin, bu o zbek yoshlari uchun munosib
kelin tanlash muhimligini aks ettiradi. Oilalar kelinning munosib turmush o‘rtog‘i bo ‘lishini
ta'minlash uchun bo ‘lajak kelinni, uning kelib chigishini va atrofini sinchkovlik bilan o ‘rganadilar.

“Xatim” deb nomlanuvchi dastlabki marosim kelinning garorgohida bo ‘lib o ‘tadi, u erda
yaqin oila va do ‘stlar er-xotinni duo qilish va sovg ‘alar almashish uchun yig ilishadi. Shundan
so‘ng masjidda yoki kuyovning uyida o ‘tkaziladigan rasmiy nikoh marosimi bo‘lgan “Nikah”.
“Nikoh” dan so‘ng, ittifogni nishonlash uchun garindoshlar va do ‘stlarni birlashtirgan katta
ziyofat uyushtiriladi. Bayram tantanalari ertasi kuni kelinning turmush o ‘rtog ‘ining xonadoniga ilk
bor kelishini nishonlaydigan “Kelin salom” marosimi bilan davom etadi.

Kalit se‘zlar. Toy, sovchilar, sovchilar, kuyov, kelin, ota-ona, urf-odat, marosim, marosim,
oila, do ‘stlar, nikoh, kelin salom.

KULTURLER ARASINDA KOPRU: OZBEK VE RUS DUGUN GELENEKLERININ
KARSILASTIRMALI BiR CALISMASI

Turdialiyeva Elnura,
Andijan devlet iiniversitesi
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Ozet. Bu makale, Rus ve Ozbek ailelerindeki diigiin geleneklerini, ritiiellerini ve es bulma
adetlerini incelemektedir. Yiizyillar boyunca evrimlesen Ozbek diigiin gelenekleri, diinyanin en eski
gelenekleri arasinda yer almakla iinliidiir. Ozbekistan'da bir diigiin, senlikli bir olaydan ¢ok daha
fazlasidwr; belirli bir sirayla gerceklestirilen bir dizi geleneksel téreni kapsar. Bu karmasik siire¢
bir aydan bir yila kadar siirebilir ve geng Ozbekler icin uygun bir gelin secmenin énemini yansitir.
Aileler, potansiyel gelini, ge¢misini ve c¢evresini titizlikle arastirarak onun degerli bir hayat
arkadasi oldugundan emin olurlar. "Hatim" olarak bilinen ilk téren, yakin aile ve arkadaglarin ¢ifti
kutsamak ve hediye alisverisinde bulunmak igin bir araya geldigi gelinin evinde ger¢eklesir. Bunu,
bir camide veya damadin evinde diizenlenen resmi diigiin toéreni olan “Nikah” izler. "Nikah"tan
sonra, akrabalart ve arkadagslart bir araya getirerek birligi kutlamak igin biiyiik bir ziyafet
diizenlenir. Senlikler, gelinin kocasimin evine ilk ziyaretini isaret eden "Kelin Salom" toreniyle
ertesi giin devam eder.

Anahtar kelimeler. Diigiin, ¢opgatanlik, ¢opgatanlar, damat, gelin, ebeveynler, gelenek,
ritiieller, toren, aile, arkadaslar, nikah, kelin salom.

OBBEAUMHEHMUE KYJIbTYP CPABHUTEJIbHOE U3YUEHUE
Y3BEKCKHMX M PYCCKHAX CBAJIEBHBIX TPA AN

Typouanuesa Invnypa,
AHOudicanckuii 20cy0apcmeerHulll yHUugepcument

Annomayun. B smoiti cmamve paccmampuearomcs ce8adebHvle mpaouyuu, pumyanvl u
00blYaU C8AMOBCMEA 8 PYCCKUX U Y3OEKCKUX cembsx. Y30eKkcKkue ceadebHble mpaouyuu, KOmopbie
PA36UBANUCH HA NPOMANCEHUU B8EKO8, U3BECHIHbL MeM, YO SAGIAIOMCA OOHUMU U3 CApeuuux 8
mupe. B V3zbexucmane c6advba — smo 2opazoo 6oavute, yem npocmo npazoHuuHoe coovimue, OHA
oxeamvieaem  pso MpAOUYUOHHBIX yepemoHull, nPOBOOUMBLX 8 onpeoeneHHOU
NOCNe008aMeNbHOCIU. DMOM CILOACHBIU NPOYECC MONHCem OIUMBCS OM Mecaya 00 Yeno2o 2004,
ymo ompascaem BaMCHOCMb 8bl00pa Nooxooawel Hegecmvl Ol MOA0OvIx Y30exos. Cembu
MWamenvHo  uzyuarom Oyoywylo Hesecmy, ee NPOUCXONCOeHUe U ee OKPYJCceHue, uYmoobl
Y0eoumucs, umo oHa AGIAemcsi OOCMOUHBIM CHYMHUKOM HCUSHU.

Ilepsas yepemonus, uzeecmuas kaxk «Xamumy», npoxooum 6 pe3udeHyuu Hesecmvl, 20e
coouparomcesi 6au3Kue POOCMEEHHUKU U OpPY3bs, 4mobbl 01a20Cciosums napy u 0OMeHAmbCsl
nooapkamu. 3amem cinedyem «Huxaxy - oguyuanvHas yepemonus Opakocodemanus, Komopas
npogooumcs 1bo 6 mevemu, 1ubo 6 oome xncenuxa. Ilocne «Hukaxy ycmpaueaemcs epanouosHulil
nup, Ha KOMOPOM COOUPAIOMC POOCMEEHHUKU U OpY3bs, umMoObl OmnpazoHo8ams COI03.
Ilpazonecmea npooonxcaromes Ha credyrouwull O0eHv yepemonueu «Kenun Canomy», komopas
3HAMEHYem Nepablil BU3UM HEeBeCbl 8 DOM ee MYJicd.

Knrouesvie cnoea. Ceaovba, céamoscmeo, ceaxu, HeHux, Hegecma, pooumen, mpaouyusi,
PUMYANsl, YepemMoHUs, cembs, Opy3bs, Hukax, keaur Caiom.

A wedding ritual within traditional cultures represents a multifaceted sequence of
ceremonial actions that officially signify an individual’s transition to a new social and age-related
status. The traditional Russian wedding exemplifies a complex cultural phenomenon, encompassing
diverse elements of varied origins, characteristics, and functions. Alongside ancient customs such as
handshaking and the symbolic unbraiding of the bride-to-be's braid, the ritual also integrates
Christian traditions, including pilgrimage and the matrimonial ceremony. Similarly, wedding
traditions in Uzbekistan, with roots extending back several centuries, are among the most ancient
globally. Uzbek weddings are celebrated with grandeur, incorporating a rich array of rituals and
meticulously preserved traditions. These ceremonies hold immense significance, not only for the
bride and groom but for their extended families and broader community.

The study of Uzbek folk wedding rites and rituals has garnered attention from numerous
scholars, including M.Alaviya, B.Sarimsakov, M.Zhuraev, S. Davlatov, and O. Ismonova. Despite
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this scholarly interest, the genre structure of folklore within the wedding ceremonies of specific
Uzbek regions remains underexplored. Notably, the matchmaking process is regarded as the
foundational stage of the wedding sequence. Linguistic and cultural analyses suggest that the
etymology of the term "matchmaker" is rooted in notions of benevolence and the conveyance of
auspicious news.

Uzbek weddings unfold through a series of traditional ceremonies performed in a
predetermined order. The selection of a bride is undertaken with considerable deliberation, often
extending over several months, and occasionally lasting up to a year. This process underscores the
cultural emphasis placed on familial harmony and the social responsibilities associated with
marriage.

Marriage represents a lifelong commitment, making the selection of a life partner a matter of
considerable significance. To understand the cultural perspectives surrounding this union, it is
important to examine the similarities and differences between Russian and Uzbek wedding rituals.

Both Russian and Uzbek weddings share the foundational tradition of matchmaking,
wherein the groom's family formally approaches the bride's family to express their intentions.
Matchmaking serves as a formal proposal, seeking the parents' blessing for marriage. Traditionally,
matchmakers — often close relatives such as the groom's father or godparents — are entrusted with
this task. Their responsibilities extend beyond proposing; they also investigate the bride's family
background, dowry, and personal attributes. Occasionally, professional matchmakers are enlisted to
identify suitable candidates.

During matchmaking visits, representatives of the groom’s side present gifts and request
permission for the union. The process is considered a pivotal stage in both cultures, setting the
groundwork for subsequent wedding preparations.

In Uzbekistan, the matchmaking process is typically led by senior female relatives —
grandmothers, mothers, or older sisters. The selection criteria emphasize three main aspects:

o A complete and united family structure.

 High regard within the community.

« Elevated social status.

Education holds paramount importance in selecting a bride. Unlike immediate decisions,
Uzbek tradition encourages patience; the bride's family refrains from giving an immediate response
to avoid premature conclusions. The groom’s family often makes several visits while the bride’s
family gathers information about the prospective groom. Upon favorable findings, the bride’s
family signals consent by presenting a piece of white fabric to the groom’s representatives—a
ceremony known as oklik oldi.

In Russian tradition, matchmaking, though less prevalent today, was once central to the
wedding process. Historically, it was imperative to select auspicious days for proposals, avoiding
fast days, even-numbered dates, and especially the 13th. Despite its modern symbolic nature, many
couples revive the ritual to honor familial customs.

Traditionally, matchmaking was conducted discreetly after sunset to ward off ill fortune.
Matchmakers used coded phrases like "You have goods, we have a merchant” to initiate
discussions. The bride remained silent throughout, occasionally showcasing her skills in sewing or
embroidery to demonstrate her diligence. Both families aimed to present the bride and groom in the
best light, highlighting virtues and material stability.

This structured approach to matchmaking in both Russian and Uzbek cultures underscores
the cultural importance placed on careful consideration, family involvement, and community
approval in the journey toward marriage.

In Uzbek culture, the matchmaking ceremony is a significant tradition where representatives
of the groom formally request the bride's hand in marriage. The future of the newlyweds is closely
tied to the involvement of the groom’s family, relatives, and matchmakers. Consequently,
matchmakers carry a considerable responsibility, requiring comprehensive knowledge of both
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families. In cases of limited information, they consult neighbors, relatives, or friends to avoid
potential future complications.

Matchmakers demonstrate persistence, repeatedly visiting the bride’s family until consent is
granted. Upon successful negotiations, the “breaking the cake” ritual signifies the engagement.
Unlike Russian weddings, Uzbek matrimonial customs emphasize extensive preparatory stages and
cultural nuances. The selection of a bride involves experienced family members — typically a
grandmother, mother, or elder sister — focusing on the prospective bride’s family background, moral
upbringing, and social status. High regard is given to candidates from respected, prosperous
households, reinforcing familial and social ties.

While personal affection plays a minor role, the groom retains final decision-making
authority, contingent upon his parents’ approval. Once consent is granted, matchmakers arrange a
pre-scheduled visit to the bride’s home. During this meeting, guests engage in polite conversation
over tea, while the bride attentively hosts, ensuring guests are well-served and comfortable.

Key factors assessed by matchmakers include:

« Household organization and cleanliness

e The bride’s etiquette and demeanor

 Her domestic skills

« Family harmony and parental relationships

« Interaction between the bride and her elders

« Hospitality toward guests

A final decision is traditionally reached after the third visit, culminating in the ceremonial
sharing of cake, symbolizing the bride’s acceptance into the groom’s family. This is followed by the
Fatiha-Tui - a lavish engagement ceremony featuring gift exchanges and festive celebrations. The
subsequent wedding is a grand event, reflecting the cultural emphasis on joy and community
participation.

Both Uzbek and Russian weddings are vibrant, meaningful occasions deeply rooted in
tradition. These customs, passed down through generations, embody the cultural heritage and social
values of each nation.

The wedding traditions of Uzbekistan and Russia, while distinct in certain customs, share
fundamental values centered on family, respect, and social harmony. Both cultures emphasize the
importance of matchmaking as a critical first step in forming marital unions, highlighting the
involvement of elders and the broader community. The Uzbek matchmaking process is marked by
persistence, detailed family assessments, and the symbolic sharing of cake, while the Russian
tradition underscores ceremonial etiquette, auspicious timing, and formal proposals.

These rituals not only facilitate the union of two individuals but also strengthen relationships
between families, ensuring social cohesion and cultural continuity. The careful consideration of
factors such as family reputation, upbringing, and hospitality reflects deep-rooted societal values in
both cultures. Despite modern influences, these time-honored customs remain integral to wedding
celebrations, preserving cultural identity and fostering generational connections. Ultimately, Uzbek
and Russian wedding rituals exemplify the enduring significance of tradition in marking life’s most
important milestones.
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