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Annotatsiya: Ushbu tadgiqot ishi Aleksandr Faynbergning gisqa hikoyasini
tahlil giladi. Bu hikoya cho ‘ldagi yosh ekspeditsiya a’zolarining sarguzashtlarini
tasvirlab, omon golish, inson chidamliligi va kutilmagan mehribonlik mavzularini
o rganadi. Quyoshdan qizigan sahro fonida vogea rivojlanar ekan, tabiatning
shafgatsizligi insoniy mehr-muruvvat bilan qarama-qarshi qo ‘viladi. Faynberg
jonli tasvirlar, birinchi shaxs hikoyasi va chuqur ramziy obrazilar orqali cho ‘Ini
nafagat shafgatsiz dushman, balki insoniy mehr va madaniy birdamlik namoyon
bo ‘ladigan sahna sifatida tasvirlaydi. Ushbu maqola hikoyaning mavzularini,
adabiy uslublarini va kengrog sovet sarguzasht adabiyoti kontekstidagi madaniy
ta’sirini har tomonlama tahlil qiladi.

Kalit so “zlar: omon qolish, chidamlilik, cho ‘l, insoniy mehribonlik, ramziylik,
sovet adabiyoti, madaniy o ‘ziga xoslik, ekspeditsiya

Annomayusn: B oOaumnoil uccineoosamenvckoi pabome aHAIUSUDYEMCS
Kopomkuti pacckas Anexcamopa Datinbepea. Imom pacckaz nosecmeyem o
MONIOOENHCHOU IKCNEOUYUU 8 NYCMbIHE, UCCTIe0Ysi MeMbl BbINCUBAHUSL, YeSl08eUeCKOU
CMOUKOCMU U HeodcuoanHot odobpomsl. Ha ¢one nansaweeo coanya u
Oe301canocmno2o aanowagma nyCmvlHs NPOMUEONOCMABIAEC NPOABIECHUAM
cocmpaoanus u 2ymanHocmu. Mcnonv3ysa jdcusonuchvie ONUCAHUS, NOBECEO8AHUE
om nepeoeco auya u enyooxyo cumeonuxy, Painbepe uzobpaxcaem nycmvino He
MOJILKO KAK 0e32CaI0CMHO20 NPOMUBHUKA, HO U KAK MeCmo, 20e NPOsGsencs

yenoseyeckast 0obpoma u KYAbmypHoe eOUHCMBO. B
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cmambe I/IPOGOOLH’HC‘}Z 6‘C€Cl’)’lOp0HHuﬁ AHAJIU3 NnO06eCmMe0BUdRUA, €20 mMeMaAMmUdeCcKux
ACneKmos, JUumepamypHbulx Npuémos U KyJIbmypHbIX UMNAUKAYULU 8 KOHMeKcme
COBEMCKOU NPUKTIOYEHUECKOU IUmepamypbl.

Knroueevie cnoea: 6blofCuBaHuUeE, CmOIZKOCI’I’lb, nycmbowlHAa, 4YenlosedecKkas
dobpoma, CUMBONUIM, COBEMCKAs aumepamypd, KylbMypHAs UOeHMUYHOCHb,
IKCneouUUs.

Abstract: This research paper investigates Alexander Faynberg’s short
story—a narrative of a young expedition in the desert—that explores themes of
survival, human endurance, and unexpected kindness. Set against the harsh
backdrop of a sun-scorched desert, the story juxtaposes the raw brutality of nature
with moments of compassionate humanity. Through vivid descriptions, first-person
narration, and rich symbolism, Faynberg portrays the desert as both an
unforgiving adversary and a stage where human kindness and cultural unity
prevail. This paper offers a comprehensive analysis of the narrative, examining its
thematic concerns, literary techniques, and cultural implications within the
broader context of Soviet adventure literature.

Keywords: survival, endurance, desert, human kindness, symbolism, Soviet

literature, cultural identity, expedition

Introduction:

Literature that focuses on survival in extreme conditions often serves as a
reflection of human resilience and the capacity for compassion even in the direst
circumstances. Alexander Faynberg’s short story is a prime example of such
literature. Set in a harsh desert environment, the narrative captures the physical and
emotional struggles of a group of young topographers as they traverse an
unforgiving landscape. Amid the challenges—excruciating thirst, dangerous water
sources, and the ever-present threat of nature—the story reveals moments of

unexpected generosity that rekindle hope and foster unity.
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Faynberg, known for his vivid portrayals of Soviet expeditions and cultural
intersections, employs powerful imagery and symbolic elements to convey the
tension between survival and human vulnerability. This paper analyzes the story’s
narrative structure, themes, and stylistic devices, highlighting how the interplay
between nature’s indifference and human kindness ultimately provides a profound
commentary on the human condition.

Full Story (Translated into English)

In the distance, beyond the embrace of two teenage youths, the mirages of the
desert shimmer behind the rainbow’s glow.

Narimon Saidgaraev, Tolik Sluchenko, Ilyusha Soy, and, of course, myself—
we are trudging through the red sands. We are desperately thirsty. Suddenly, amid
the burning dunes that seem to merge with the blazing sky, we spot a wooden
triangular tower marking a triangulation point. Beneath it, there is a well, thankfully
still filled with water.

“Great!” we exclaim as we turn the chain-wrapped pulley. As the bucket
reaches the bottom, it clanks against the water, and our eyes light up with hope. We
pull up the bucket, the pulley creaks, the chain rattles—finally, the long-awaited,
battered old bucket emerges. It is filled with water, yet the stench of decay forces
us to recoil. We realize that the water, tainted and foul, is too dangerous to drink.
The bucket, once a symbol of hope, now reminds us of the nearby ancient graves
and their lingering breath.

The desert heat is relentless—+50°C from the sky and +70°C from the sun-
scorched ground. Amid this oppressive heat, a small valley appears with a cluster
of sheep, a yurt, and signs of life.

“Brother, do you have any water?”” we ask a nearby shepherd.

“None...” he replies.

We are completely drained. Yet the shepherd, with calm assurance, adds:

“There is ayran.”
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From beneath the yurt, he produces a leather container filled with ice-cold
ayran. Thank God! He pours this life-saving drink into clay bowls, and we drink
greedily. The cool liquid, in stark contrast to the desert’s fury, revives us and
momentarily wipes away our despair.

The shepherd, who asks for nothing in return, watches his children run
joyfully from the yurt. | marvel as dark-haired girls and blond-haired boys scurry
about, embodying the resilience of life in even the harshest conditions. Then,
unexpectedly, a woman—a German—emerges from behind the children, eliciting
an exclamation of “Oh!” from me.

I ponder the shepherd’s origins—Wwhether he is Uzbek, Kyrgyz, or Kazakh—
yet such details pale in comparison to the profound impact of his simple act. The
ayran, a humble yet vital gift, reawakens our strength. In that moment, I, a
seventeen-year-old boy, feel an overwhelming gratitude toward the shepherd.

“I bow to you, shepherd!” I silently vow, acknowledging that his compassion
has rekindled a spark of hope and humanity in our exhausted hearts.

Analysis of the Story:

1. Themes and Symbolism

Survival and Endurance

At its core, the story is about survival in an unforgiving environment. The
desert is depicted as a relentless adversary, where extreme heat and the scarcity of
water force both humans and animals to their limits. Faynberg uses detailed
descriptions of physical sensations—thirst, fatigue, and the burning heat—to create
an immersive portrayal of survival. The act of drawing water from the well, only
to discover its tainted nature, symbolizes the irony of survival: sometimes, what
appears to be a solution can become a further threat.

Instinct versus Discipline

The narrative highlights the tension between disciplined, methodical action
and the raw, often irrational impulses driven by survival instincts. Despite the

travelers’ training and the strict protocols they should follow,
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their desperation overrides caution. This theme is underscored by the chaotic
moment when the horses rush to drink, leading to a dangerous skirmish—a moment
that mirrors the internal struggle between rationality and instinct.

Human-Animal Bond

The story also delves into the symbiotic relationship between humans and
animals. The horses are not merely beasts of burden but integral companions whose
actions and well-being reflect the broader challenges of the expedition. The shared
suffering of both humans and horses underlines a universal vulnerability to nature’s
forces. In the final scene, the mutual relief observed as both parties drink from the
river reinforces the idea that, in the face of adversity, all living beings are united
by their need to survive.

The Symbolism of Water and Ayran

Water, in this narrative, is both a life-giving force and a potential source of
peril. The well, initially a beacon of hope, turns into a symbol of disappointment
when its water is revealed to be unfit for consumption. In contrast, ayran—an
emblem of traditional Central Asian hospitality—emerges as a savior, providing
refreshment and renewing the spirit. The act of sharing ayran underscores themes
of generosity and the vital importance of community support during crises.

2. Narrative Techniques and Style

First-Person Perspective

Faynberg employs a first-person narrative that draws the reader directly into
the protagonist’s experiences. This perspective creates an intimate connection with
the reader, as we share in the physical sensations, emotions, and thoughts of the
young topographer. The immediacy of this narration enhances the authenticity of
the story, making the harsh realities of the desert feel palpable.

Vivid Descriptive Language

The author’s use of detailed and sensory-rich descriptions is one of the story’s
most compelling features. From the sound of the rattling chain to the burning heat

of the desert and the refreshing coolness of ayran, every detail is
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carefully rendered to create a vivid, almost cinematic experience. This descriptive
prowess not only establishes the setting but also deepens the reader’s emotional
engagement with the narrative.

Symbolic Imagery

Faynberg uses symbolism effectively to convey complex themes. The
contrasting images of the tainted well water and the life-affirming ayran illustrate
the duality of survival—where hope and danger exist side by side. Similarly, the
appearance of a multicultural shepherd’s family serves as a subtle commentary on
the diverse, interconnected nature of Central Asian society, suggesting that
kindness transcends ethnic and national boundaries.

3. Psychological and Emotional Impact

The psychological strain experienced by the protagonist is palpable
throughout the story. The relentless thirst, the uncertainty of finding safe water, and
the fear of disciplinary repercussions all contribute to an atmosphere of tension and
anxiety. Yet, the unexpected act of kindness from the shepherd provides a powerful
emotional release, reinforcing the message that even in the harshest conditions,
human compassion can prevail. This moment of relief is transformative for the
young traveler, leaving an indelible impression of gratitude and renewed hope.

Discussion: Broader Implications

Faynberg’s story is not merely an account of survival in the desert; it is a
meditation on the human condition. The narrative invites readers to reflect on the
delicate balance between discipline and instinct, and on the ways in which moments
of kindness can fundamentally alter one’s experience of hardship. The story also
speaks to the broader themes prevalent in Soviet adventure literature—resilience,
collective responsibility, and the enduring power of human solidarity. By
emphasizing the shared vulnerability of humans and animals, Faynberg reminds us
that survival is a universal struggle that transcends individual differences.

Furthermore, the multicultural elements present in the story highlight the

diversity of the Central Asian region. The  shepherd’s  ambiguous
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ethnicity, the presence of a German woman among the children, and the shared
human responses to extreme conditions all serve as a reminder that kindness and
resilience are common threads that unite disparate cultures.

Conclusion:

Alexander Faynberg’s short story is a powerful exploration of survival, human
endurance, and the transformative impact of compassion. Through its vivid
descriptive language, rich symbolism, and immersive first-person narrative, the
story captures the essence of human struggle in the face of nature’s indifference. It
Is a poignant reminder that even in the most inhospitable environments, the smallest
acts of kindness can restore hope and unity. Faynberg’s narrative not only reflects
the physical challenges of desert survival but also delves into the deeper emotional
and psychological realms of human existence, offering timeless insights into the
resilience and interconnectedness of life.
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