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In an increasingly interconnected world, the concept of global citizenship has 

gained significant importance. As societies become more diverse and global 

challenges such as climate change, social inequality, and political instability 

require collective action, education systems must adapt to prepare students for the 

complexities of the modern world. One such adaptation is the integration of Global 

Citizenship Education (GCE) into the English as a Foreign Language (EFL) 

curriculum. This approach not only enhances language skills but also fosters a 

sense of global responsibility, cultural awareness, and social justice among 

learners. 

Who is a Global Citizen? 

A global citizen is someone who is aware of the wider world and understands 

their role within it. They respect and value diversity, have a deep understanding of 

how the world operates, and are committed to social justice. Global citizens 

actively participate in their communities, from local to global levels, and work 

collaboratively to create a more equitable and sustainable world. They take 

responsibility for their actions and strive to make a positive impact on society. 

Global citizenship is not limited to geographical boundaries. It encompasses 

economic, environmental, political, social, and cultural dimensions. In today’s 

world, we are all interconnected, and the actions of one individual or community 

can have far-reaching consequences. This interconnectedness underscores the need 

for education systems to cultivate global citizens who are equipped to navigate and 

address global challenges. 

Education for Global Citizenship (GCE) 

https://scientific-jl.com/luch/


 

 0https://scientific-jl.com/luch/                                    Часть-38_ Том-4_ Февраль-2025 108 

Education for Global Citizenship (GCE) is an educational framework that 

aims to empower learners to become active, responsible, and engaged global 

citizens. As Ban Ki-moon, the former United Nations Secretary-General, stated in 

2012, “Education is about more than literacy and numeracy. It is also about 

citizenry. Education must fully assume its essential role in helping people to forge 

more just, peaceful, and tolerant societies.” 

GCE goes beyond traditional academic subjects. It emphasizes the 

development of values, attitudes, knowledge, and skills that enable learners to 

contribute to a more just and sustainable world. Key components of GCE include 

fostering respect for diversity, promoting social justice, encouraging critical 

thinking, and developing problem-solving skills. By integrating GCE into the 

curriculum, educators can help students understand global issues, appreciate 

cultural differences, and take action to address global challenges. 

GCE in the EFL Curriculum 

Integrating GCE into the EFL curriculum offers a unique opportunity to 

combine language learning with global citizenship education. English, as a global 

lingua franca, is often the medium through which students access global 

information, communicate across cultures, and engage in international dialogue. 

By incorporating GCE into EFL lessons, teachers can help students develop both 

their language skills and their global awareness. 

One effective way to integrate GCE into the EFL curriculum is through 

interactive and participatory teaching methods. Activities such as discussions, 

debates, role-plays, and ranking exercises encourage students to think critically 

about global issues and express their opinions in English. For example, a debate on 

climate change can help students practice their speaking and listening skills while 

also deepening their understanding of environmental sustainability. Similarly, role-

playing activities that simulate international negotiations can enhance students’ 
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language proficiency and their ability to collaborate with others from diverse 

backgrounds. 

Another approach is to use cause-and-consequence activities, where students 

analyze the impact of global events or actions. This helps them develop critical 

thinking skills and understand the interconnectedness of global issues. For instance, 

students can explore the consequences of economic policies on different countries 

or the effects of cultural exchange on global relations. 

Communities of inquiry, where students collaboratively investigate global 

issues, can also be a powerful tool for integrating GCE into the EFL classroom. By 

working together to research and discuss topics such as human rights, poverty, or 

migration, students can improve their language skills while also developing a 

deeper understanding of global citizenship. 

The integration of Global Citizenship Education into the EFL curriculum is 

essential for preparing students to thrive in a globalized world. By combining 

language learning with the development of global awareness, educators can equip 

students with the skills, knowledge, and values they need to become active and 

responsible global citizens. Through interactive and participatory teaching 

methods, students can engage with global issues, appreciate cultural diversity, and 

take action to create a more just and sustainable world. As we move forward, it is 

crucial for educators to continue exploring innovative ways to integrate GCE into 

the EFL curriculum, ensuring that students are not only proficient in English but 

also prepared to contribute positively to the global community. 
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