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ANNOTATION: This article explores the historical development of the
English language from its earliest forms in Old English to its current state as
Modern English. It highlights the major linguistic, social, and cultural influences
that have shaped the language across centuries, including the impact of Latin,
Norse, and Norman French. The article outlines the main characteristics of each
period Old English, Middle English, Early Modern English, and Modern English
focusing on changes in vocabulary, grammar, phonetics, and syntax. Particular
attention is given to how historical events such as the Norman Conquest and the
Renaissance contributed to linguistic evolution. The study provides insight into

how English transformed from a regional dialect into a global lingua franca.
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AHHOTAIIUSA: B paHHOW cTaThe paccMaTpUBACTCS HMCTOPUYECKOE
Pa3BUTHE AHTJIMUCKOTO SA3bIKA OT APEBHEAHTIIMUCKOIO IIEPUOJA 1O COBPEMEHHOIO
anrauiickoro. Oco6oe BHUMaHHUE yIETSETCSI OCHOBHBIM SI3bIKOBBIM, COLIMAIBHBIM
U KyJbTYpPHBIM (hakTOpaM, MOBJIUSABIIMM Ha 3BOJIOLHIO SI3bIKA, BKIIOYAsS BIUSHUE
JaTUHCKOTO, CKaHJAWHABCKOTO M HOPMaHACKOTO (hpaHIly3CKOro sI3bIKOB. B cTarbe
ONMCBIBAIOTCS KIIFOUEBBIE XapaKTepUCTUKU KaXJ10TO nepuoaa
JPEBHEAHTIIMMCKOTO, CPEOHEAHIJIMHUCKOr0, PAHHEHOBOIO M COBPEMEHHOTO

AQHTJIUNNCKOTO C AKIICHTOM Ha HM3MCHCHHS B JICKCHUKC, I'PAMMATHKC, (l)OHeTI/IKC u
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cuaTakcuce. Ocobo NOAYCPKUBACTCA BIIMSAHUEC TAKUX HCTOPHIYCCKHUX CO6I>ITHI>1, KakK
HOPMAHACKOC 3aBOCBAHUC H JII0Xa BOSpO)KI[CHI/IH, Ha PpPa3BUTHC A3bIKA.
HCCJIG,Z[OB&HI/IC ACMOHCTPUPYCT, KaK AQHTJIUMCKUM  SI3BIK INpCBpaTUJICA U3

PCTUOHAJIBHOTO JUAJICKTA B T100aIbHBIN S3BIK MCIKAYHApPOIAHOTI'O 06III€HI/I51.

KiroueBble ¢j10Ba: IPEBHEAHTIIMICKUN, CPEHECAHTIIMICKUNA, COBPEMEHHBIN
AHTJIMWACKAM, SI3BIKOBOE DPA3BUTHE, MUCTOPUYECKAs JIMHIBUCTHUKA, HOPMAHACKOE
3aBOCBAaHUE, BJIMSHUE JATHHCKOTO $3bIKa, SBOJIOLMS sI3bIKa, (HOHOJIOTHS,
rpaMMaTHKa, CUHTAKCHUC, JIEKCMKAa, HCTOPUS AHTJIMHCKOrO S3bIKa, S3BIKOBBIC

nepuoibl, Bo3poxaeHue

ANNOTATSIYA: Ushbu maqgolada ingliz tilining tarixiy rivojlanishi
gadimgi ingliz tilidan tortib hozirgi zamon ingliz tiligacha bo‘lgan bosqichlar
yoritib berilgan. Til taraqqiyotiga ta’sir ko‘rsatgan asosiy omillar lotin, skandinav
(nors), va norman fransuz tillarining ta’siri, shuningdek, ijtimoiy va madaniy
omillar tahlil qilingan. Maqolada qadimgi ingliz tili, o‘rta ingliz tili, ilk zamonaviy
ingliz tili va zamonaviy ingliz tilining asosiy fonetik, grammatik, sintaktik va leksik
xususiyatlariga alohida e’tibor qaratilgan. Norman bosqini va Uyg‘onish davri kabi
tarixiy voqealarning ingliz tiliga qanday ta’sir ko‘rsatgani tahlil gilinadi. Tadqiqot
ingliz tilining oddiy mintaqaviy dialektdan butun dunyoda qo‘llaniladigan xalqaro

tilga aylanish jarayonini yoritib beradi.

Kalit so’zlar: qadimgi ingliz tili, o‘rta ingliz tili, zamonaviy ingliz tili, til
taraqqiyoti, tarixiy lingvistika, Norman bosqini, lotin tili ta’siri, til evolyutsiyasi,
fonologiya, grammatika, sintaksis, lug‘at boyligi, ingliz tili tarixi, til bosqichlari,

Uyg‘onish davri.

Introduction: The English language, as we know it today, has undergone a
remarkable transformation over the course of more than a thousand years. From its
earliest origins as Old English, spoken by the Anglo-Saxons, to the global lingua

franca it has become in the modern era, English has evolved significantly in its
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structure, vocabulary, and usage. This linguistic journey has been shaped by a
variety of historical, social, and political events including invasions, cultural
exchanges, and intellectual movements such as the Renaissance.Each stage in the
development of English Old English, Middle English, Early Modern English, and
Modern English reflects distinct linguistic features and external influences. The
Norman Conquest of 1066, for instance, introduced a significant number of French
loanwords, drastically altering the lexicon and syntax of the language. The
invention of the printing press and the standardization of grammar and spelling in
the Early Modern period further accelerated the development of English.This paper
aims to trace the chronological development of the English language, analyzing the
major phonological, grammatical, and lexical changes that occurred throughout its
evolution. By understanding the historical roots of the language, we can better

appreciate the complexity and richness of Modern English.
THE OLD ENGLISH PERIOD (450-1150)

Old English developed after the Anglo-Saxon settlement of Britain,
influenced by the Germanic languages spoken by tribes such as the Angles, Saxons,
and Jutes. It was a synthetic language with a complex system of inflections in both
nouns and verbs. The vocabulary was primarily Germanic, although some Latin
words had entered due to early Christian influence.Old English literature, such as
Beowulf, provides insight into the language’s structure and vocabulary. Due to its
complex grammar and unfamiliar vocabulary, Old English is largely unintelligible

to modern readers without specialized study.
THE MIDDLE ENGLISH PERIOD (1150-1550)

Following the Norman Conquest in 1066, English was heavily influenced by
Norman French. Thousands of French words entered the English lexicon,
especially in areas such as law, religion, art, and government.The grammar of

English also became simpler, with a decline in inflections and a more fixed word
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order. Middle English was more recognizable to modern speakers, though spelling
and pronunciation were still inconsistent. Key literary works from this period
include Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales, which reflects the blending of

Anglo-Saxon and French elements.
THE EARLY MODERN ENGLISH PERIOD (1500-1700)

This period was marked by the Renaissance and the introduction of the printing
press by William Caxton in 1476, which helped standardize English spelling and
grammar.Many Latin and Greek words were borrowed during this time,
particularly in the fields of science, medicine, and philosophy. Pronunciation
underwent major changes during the Great Vowel Shift, a phenomenon that
affected long vowel sounds in English and contributed to the gap between spelling
and pronunciation in modern English. William Shakespeare’s works are a prime
example of Early Modern English.For language learners and translators, synonymy
presents both opportunities and challenges. On one hand, knowing synonyms
enables learners to express themselves more naturally and flexibly. On the other
hand, the subtle differences in meaning, usage, or tone among synonyms can lead

to confusion and errors.
THE MODERN ENGLISH PERIOD

Modern English has become a global language, influenced by colonization,
globalization, and the rise of digital communication. The grammar system is
relatively simple, but the vocabulary is extremely rich and diverse due to centuries
of borrowing and innovation.In the 18th and 19th centuries, English grammar and
dictionaries became codified, with figures like Samuel Johnson and Noah Webster
playing key roles. In the 20th and 21st centuries, new varieties of English emerged
worldwide (such as Indian English or Nigerian English), and technology continues

to shape the way English is used.
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The English language has undergone a profound transformation from its roots
in Old English to its current global form as Modern English. Each historical stage
Old English, Middle English, Early Modern English, and Modern English has
contributed unique features that have shaped the language we use today. Influences
from Latin, Norse, French, and other languages, combined with social and
technological changes, have played a significant role in this evolution.
Understanding the development of English helps us appreciate not only the
complexity of the language but also the historical and cultural forces behind it.
From a highly inflected and regional tongue, English has grown into a flexible,
dynamic, and widely spoken language across continents. As it continues to evolve
in the digital age, the study of its historical development remains essential for

linguists, educators, and language learners alike.
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