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Introduction 

Ecolinguistics examines how language influences ecological sustainability 

and human perception of the environment. This area of study looks at the 

discourses, metaphors, and stories that shape our perception of nature and provides 

insights into how language choices affect environmental action and cognition. 

Ecolinguistics integrates sociology, psychology, environmental studies, and 

linguistics to support sustainable communication practices. 

Origins and Development 

Scholars like Michael Halliday coined the term "ecolinguistics" in the 1990s 

to support their claims that language reinforces anthropocentric views, which leads 

to unsustainable actions. Halliday's research focused on how metaphors of 

industrial and economic expansion present nature as a resource that can be 

exploited by humans. The term "stories we live by," coined by Arran Stibbe, refers 

to the unconsciously used language patterns that influence how people interact with 

their surroundings. Growing environmental crises have fueled interest in 
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ecolinguistics and led to a more thorough investigation of how language affects 

ecological consciousness. 

Branches of Ecolinguistics 

1. Cognitive Ecolinguistics. 

This area of study looks at how language affects how people conceive and portray 

environmental ideas in their minds. It looks at the ways that particular words, 

phrases, and language patterns influence ecological cognition. For instance, 

research indicates that public opinions and reactions to environmental issues are 

influenced by how climate change is presented, whether as an imminent crisis or a 

far-off potential. 

2. Critical Ecolinguistics. 

It examines how governments, businesses, and the media use language to shape 

public perceptions of environmental concerns. This area of study frequently reveals 

how carefully chosen language, such as the use of "clean coal" to suggest 

sustainability in the fossil fuel industry, minimizes or hides environmental issues. 

3. Practical Ecolinguistics. 

This area focuses on applying ecolinguistic insights to promote sustainable 

communication. It includes developing environmentally conscious language 

policies, educational curricula, and public awareness campaigns. For instance, 

ecolinguists collaborate with educators to integrate ecological themes into school 

programs, ensuring that future generations develop a more sustainable mindset. 

Key Concepts in Ecolinguistics 

1. Framing and Environmental Discourse. 

Language has a big impact on how people think about environmental concerns, 

make decisions, and respond to policies. Presenting information selectively to 

highlight some points while downplaying others is known as framing. The phrases 

"climate crisis" and "global heating" elicit urgency and prompt action, while the 

terms "climate change" seem neutral and gradual. The term "land development" 
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also deflects attention from environmental harm by presenting deforestation as 

advantageous. Understanding framing helps analyze how language influences 

attitudes and environmental regulations. 

2. Metaphors in Environmental Communication. 

The way that people think about nature and their place in it is shaped by metaphors. 

For example, "Mother Earth" is a metaphor that presents the earth as a protective 

and nurturing entity. On the other hand, economic connotations such as "natural 

capital" or "ecosystem services" view nature as a resource that should be controlled 

and utilized, frequently putting financial gain ahead of ecological health. These 

metaphors demonstrate the ability of language to shape ecological views and have 

an impact on both mass environmental policies and individual conduct. 

3. Greenwashing and Manipulative Language. 

When businesses or groups employ deceptive terminology to provide the 

appearance of environmental responsibility while carrying on with destructive 

actions, this is known as "greenwashing." "Eco-friendly," "sustainable," and 

"carbon-neutral" are examples of ambiguous phrases that frequently lack precise 

definitions or quantifiable actions. For example, a business may claim that its 

products are "biodegradable" despite though they only decompose under particular 

industrial circumstances, deceiving customers into thinking they are safe for the 

environment. In order to ensure accountability and openness in environmental 

discourse, critical ecolinguistics assists in exposing such deceptive language. 

 

Ecolinguistics and the Climate Crisis 

Ecolinguistics plays a crucial role in addressing climate change by: 

• Examining how media and political narratives shape public perception of 

environmental challenges. 

• Encouraging environmentally friendly communication techniques in 

policymaking and education. 

https://scientific-jl.com/luch/


 

https://scientific-jl.com/luch/                                    Часть-39_ Том-1_ Февраль-2025 407 

• Promoting the use of more precise and interesting language to explain 

environmental issues. 

Applications of Ecolinguistics 

1.Education 

Ecolinguistics is applied in education to create environmentally conscious curricula 

that promote students' environmental literacy by incorporating sustainable 

language use. For example, in New Zealand, the national curriculum integrates 

Māori perspectives on the environment, emphasizing interconnectedness with 

nature through language. Words like whenua (land) and kaitiakitanga 

(guardianship) teach students a sense of responsibility toward the environment. 

Similarly, some schools in Sweden use nature-oriented metaphors and storytelling 

in language classes to foster ecological awareness. 

2. Media Analysis. 

Ecolinguistic analysis is used to examine how media sources present 

environmental stories to shape public opinion. For example, a study on the 

coverage of the Australian bushfires revealed that conservative news outlets used 

language emphasizing economic loss and property damage, while progressive 

media focused on climate change and ecological impact. Another example is how 

the term "climate change" is strategically replaced with "climate crisis" or "climate 

emergency" in some news platforms to convey a greater sense of urgency. These 

linguistic choices influence public perception and political discourse on 

environmental issues. 

4. Policy Making. 

Ecolinguistics advises governments on language strategies for effective 

environmental policies, ensuring that the language communicates responsibility 

and urgency. For instance, the Paris Agreement uses the phrase “common but 

differentiated responsibilities” to balance accountability between developed and 

developing nations. Another example is the UK’s “Net Zero” strategy, which uses 
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clear, actionable language to set measurable goals for reducing carbon emissions. 

By choosing words that emphasize collective action and accountability, these 

policies aim to motivate compliance and global cooperation. 

5. Corporate Communication. 

Ecolinguistics assesses how companies use language in sustainability reports 

and advertisements to distinguish between greenwashing and genuine 

commitment. For example, H&M was criticized for using vague phrases like 

“conscious choice” without transparent data to back sustainability claims, leading 

to accusations of greenwashing. In contrast, Patagonia uses clear, transparent 

language in its environmental statements, explicitly stating its environmental 

impact and ongoing challenges. This honest approach enhances the brand's 

credibility and demonstrates genuine commitment to sustainability. 

Conclusion 

Ecolinguistics demonstrates how language has a significant influence on 

ecological awareness. Ecolinguists support more successful sustainability 

initiatives by comprehending how linguistic decisions influence environmental 

narratives. With ecological issues getting worse, ecolinguistics offers useful 

resources for encouraging ethical communication and building a more sustainable 

relationship with the environment. 
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