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Abstract: This article examines the functional role of memory and history in
postcolonial literature. It analyzes the representation of history and memory in literary
works, focusing on their significance in national self-awareness and cultural
identification processes in post-colonial literature. The research, conducted within the
framework of postcolonial theory, explores the manifestation forms of memory and
history in literary texts and their characteristic features.
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Annomauyun: B oannoti cmamve paccmampusaemcst (PYHKYUOHAIbHASL POJLb
namiamu u ucmopuu 6 NOCMKOJIOHUATIbHOU Jaumepamype. AHCZJZMS’upyeIMCﬂ
penpesexmmayud ucmopuu u namAamu 6 JjaumepantypHblx npous*eeOeHuﬂx, ocoboe
6HUMAHUe ydeﬂﬂemc;z ux 3HAa4eHuro 6 npoyeccax HAYUOHATIbHO2O CAMOCO3HAHUA U

KYIbMYPHOU UOEHMUDUKAyUU 6 NoCmKOJIOHUAlIbHOU aumepamype. HccnedosaHue,
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NnpoBedeHHOe 8 PaMKAX NOCMKOJIOHUAIbHOU mMeopuu, ucciedyem Qopmovl nposieileHUs.
namAamu u ucmopuu 6 xydoycecmeeHHbzx mexkcmax u ux xapakmepHbsle 0cobeHHOCmU.

Knroueevie cnoea: nocmrkononuanvras Jdumepamypa, namiAambs, UCMOPUAL,
HAYUOHAIbHAA u()eHmuqbuKauuﬂ, KyJlbmypHaA namAams, KOJOHUATIbHOE CO3HAHUE

Annotatsiya: Ushbu magola postkolonial adabiyotda xotira va tarixning
funktsional rolini ko'rib chigadi. Adabiy asarlarda tarix va xotiraning vakili tahlil
gilinadi, ularning postkolonial adabiyotda milliy o'zlikni anglash va madaniy
Identifikatsiya jarayonlaridagi ahamiyatiga alohida e'tibor beriladi. Postkolonial
nazariya doirasida olib borilgan tadgiqotlar badiiy matnlarda xotira va tarixning
namoyon bo'lish shakllarini va ularning o'ziga xos xususiyatlarini o'rganadi.

Kalit so'zlar: postkolonial adabiyot, xotira, tarix, milliy identifikatsiya,

madaniy xotira, mustamlakachilik ongi

INTRODUCTION

Postcolonial literature represents a significant field in contemporary literary
studies where memory and history play pivotal roles in shaping narrative discourse and
cultural identity. The examination of how authors employ memory and historical
narratives in their works reveals complex layers of meaning and purpose that extend
beyond mere storytelling. Literary works reflecting post-colonial socio-cultural
processes demonstrate how collective memory serves as a crucial tool for cultural
reconstruction and identity formation. In postcolonial texts, memory and history
function not only as means of reconstructing the past but emerge as essential elements
in national identification and cultural revival processes [1]. This intersection of
memory and history in postcolonial literature creates a unique space where past
traumas are addressed, cultural identities are renegotiated, and new narratives are
formed. The significance of these elements extends beyond literary aesthetics,
contributing to broader discussions about cultural heritage, national identity, and
historical reconciliation. This article aims to identify and analyze the literary-aesthetic

functions of memory and history in postcolonial literature, exploring how these
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elements contribute to the broader discourse of postcolonial studies and cultural
reconstruction.

METHODOLOGY AND LITERATURE REVIEW

The research methodology is based on postcolonial theory, employing
comparative-typological and analytical methods. Works by theorists such as Edward
Said, Homi Bhabha, and Gayatri Spivak provide the theoretical foundation [2,3,4].
Additionally, memory theory studies by Jan Assmann and Aleida Assmann were
considered [4,5].

The field of postcolonial studies has extensively examined how literary works
engage with memory and history. Uzbek scholars have made significant contributions
to this field, particularly in analyzing postcolonial elements in Central Asian literature
[6,7].

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The analysis of memory and history in postcolonial literature reveals several
significant functional dimensions that contribute to both literary expression and
cultural reconstruction. In examining postcolonial texts, we find that memory serves as
a powerful tool for national identification and cultural preservation. Authors frequently
employ historical memory as a means of reconstructing fractured identities and
establishing continuity with pre-colonial cultural traditions [1]. This process of
memory-based identity formation is particularly evident in works that explore the
intersection of personal and collective memory, where individual narratives become
representative of broader cultural experiences [3].

The role of memory in postcolonial literature extends beyond simple
remembrance, functioning as an active form of cultural resistance against colonial
narratives. Writers utilize memory as a counter-narrative tool, challenging established
historical accounts and presenting alternative perspectives on colonial experiences [8].
This resistance through memory manifests in various forms, from explicit political
commentary to subtle cultural reclamation, as authors work to recover and preserve

traditional values and practices that colonial powers attempted to suppress or erase [8].

Beinyck xcypHana Ne-24 Yacme—4_ Anpens —2025
174

——
| —



ISSN
MODERN EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT  3060-4567

Furthermore, postcolonial literature employs memory and history as
Instruments for historical revision and reinterpretation. This process involves not only
challenging colonial historiography but also creating new narrative spaces where
previously marginalized voices can be heard [9]. The literary exploration of historical
events from the perspective of the colonized peoples provides crucial counterpoints to
dominant colonial narratives, contributing to a more nuanced and complete
understanding of historical experiences [4].

The transformation of cultural identity through memory represents another
significant aspect of postcolonial literature. Authors utilize memory as a bridge
between traditional cultural values and contemporary realities, creating narratives that
address both historical trauma and future possibilities [10]. This process of cultural
transformation through literary memory work is particularly evident in modern
postcolonial writings, where authors grapple with questions of tradition, modernity,
and cultural authenticity [6].

In the context of Uzbek literature, the exploration of memory and history has
taken on particular significance in the post-Soviet period. Uzbek authors have engaged
with these themes to reconstruct national identity and cultural heritage, demonstrating
how literary memory work can contribute to cultural revival and national self-
understanding [7]. This engagement with memory and history in Uzbek postcolonial
literature provides valuable insights into how different cultural contexts approach the
challenges of post-colonial identity formation [10].

The interaction between memory, history, and identity in postcolonial literature
continues to evolve, reflecting changing social and cultural dynamics. These works not
only document historical experiences but also actively participate in ongoing processes
of cultural reconstruction and identity formation, demonstrating the enduring relevance
of memory work in postcolonial literary expression.

The complexity of memory's role in postcolonial literature is further evidenced
In its treatment of intergenerational trauma and collective remembrance. Contemporary
postcolonial authors increasingly explore how historical memories are transmitted

across generations, creating what can be termed a ‘'memory bridge' between past and
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present [2]. This intergenerational aspect of memory work is particularly significant in
understanding how colonial experiences continue to influence modern cultural
identities and social structures [5].

A crucial element that emerges from this analysis is the way postcolonial
literature engages with what can be termed 'contested memories.' These are historical
narratives that present conflicting versions of colonial experiences, where both
colonizer and colonized claim different interpretations of shared historical events [8].
In this context, postcolonial authors often employ sophisticated narrative techniques to
present multiple perspectives, challenging simplified binary oppositions between
colonial and indigenous narratives [3].

The role of language in memory construction and historical narrative presents
another significant dimension in postcolonial literature. Authors frequently grapple
with the challenge of expressing indigenous memories and experiences through
colonial languages, creating unique linguistic hybridities that reflect complex cultural
identities [1]. This linguistic aspect of memory work in postcolonial literature
demonstrates how language itself becomes a site of both conflict and creative
transformation [9].

In Central Asian contexts, particularly in Uzbek literature, the exploration of
memory and history takes on additional complexity due to multiple layers of colonial
influence [4]. Uzbek authors navigate memories of both Russian imperial and Soviet
colonial experiences, creating narratives that address multiple historical traumas and
cultural transformations [7]. This multi-layered approach to memory work in Uzbek
postcolonial literature offers valuable insights into how different colonial experiences
interact and influence cultural identity formation [10].

The digital age has introduced new dimensions to how memory and history are
preserved and transmitted in postcolonial contexts. Modern postcolonial authors
increasingly engage with digital forms of memory preservation, creating new
possibilities for documenting and sharing historical narratives [6]. This technological
aspect of memory work introduces new questions about authenticity, accessibility, and

the democratization of historical narrative in postcolonial contexts [11].
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Furthermore, the role of gender in memory work and historical narrative
construction has emerged as a significant area of exploration in postcolonial literature.
Female authors, in particular, have contributed unique perspectives on how colonial
experiences affected gender roles and relationships, adding crucial dimensions to our
understanding of colonial impact on social structures [9]. These gendered memories
often reveal previously unexplored aspects of colonial experience and resistance [4].

CONCLUSION

The examination of memory and history in postcolonial literature reveals their
fundamental importance in shaping both literary discourse and cultural identity. These
elements serve as crucial tools for cultural reconstruction, historical revision, and
identity formation in postcolonial contexts [1]. Through detailed analysis, we can
observe how postcolonial authors utilize memory and historical narratives to challenge
established colonial perspectives and create new spaces for cultural expression and
identity formation. The integration of memory and history in postcolonial literature
goes beyond mere literary device, functioning as a means of cultural preservation and
reconstruction. This study demonstrates that the relationship between memory, history,
and postcolonial literature is dynamic and multifaceted, contributing significantly to
our understanding of how societies process and recover from colonial experiences. The
implications of this research extend beyond literary analysis, offering insights into how
societies can use literature as a tool for cultural healing and identity reconstruction.
Moving forward, this area of study continues to offer rich opportunities for exploring
how literary works contribute to cultural memory and historical understanding in
postcolonial contexts.
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