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Abstracts: This article examines the phonological rules of the English language
and their role in the formation of speech sounds. The main phonological phenomena
that occur in the phonological system during the transformation of the underlying
forms of words into the surface forms are analyzed - assimilation (the interaction of
sounds), elision (dropping of sounds), epenthesis (addition of sounds), flapping
(oscillating consonants), dissimilation. It also extensively discusses the impact of these
phonological rules on how words and phrases are pronounced in English, on the
emergence of dialect differences, and on the changes in sounds in continuous speech.
Along with the theoretical foundations, the article also shows the practical application
of the rules through various examples. The study of phonological rules is important not
only for deepening phonetic and phonological knowledge, but also for developing
pronunciation, listening skills, and phonetic analysis competencies in English. This
article serves as an important theoretical and practical resource for researchers,
graduate students, and students in the fields of linguistics, phonetics, and English
language teaching.
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Annomayun: B cmamve paccmampuearomcs @ononocuveckue npasuia
AHSTTUUCKO20 SA3bIKA U Uux poijib 6 06pa306aHuu 36YKO6 pedu. AHCUZMS’upyiOI’I’lC}Z OCHOB6Hble

QbOHOJZOZbl’{eCKue A6JIEHUAA, npoucxodﬂmue 6 (ﬁOHO]ZOZM'i@CKOZZ cucmeme npu
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npeobpazosanuu yOUHHBIX YOPM ClI08 8 NOBEPXHOCHHbIE (DOPMbL, — ACCUMUNAYUS
(63aumodeticmseue 38YK08), IU3Us (8binadeHue 38yK08), snewmesza (0obasieHue
38yK08), ¢hrdnnune (Konebarowuecs coenacwvle), ouccumunayus. Taxoce noopooHO
oocydcoaemcs erusHUE DMUX POHOIOSULECKUX NPABUTL HA NPOUSHOULEHUEe C08 U (Ppa3
8 AH2AUUCKOM A3blKE, HA B603HUKHOBEHUE OUANIEKMHBIX pa:muqud U HA U3MEHEHUue
36YK0O6 6 CIUMHOU pedu. Hap;l()y C meopemu4ecKumu OCHoBaAMU 6 CnAmMbe nmaKoaice
NOKA3aHO npakmudeckKkoe npumeHerHue npaeusl Ha pasiuldnblX npumepax. Hsyqeﬂue
@oHON02UYeCKUX NPABUNL BAINCHO He MOJbKO O VenyOleHus @HoHemuyeckux u
gbOHOJlOZM’{eCKuX 3HCZHML7, HO U O paseumus nPpOUISHOULERHUA, HABLIKOB aydupoeaﬁuﬂ
u d)OHemuleKOZO AHANU3A 6 AHSTUUCKOM A3bIKE. ﬂaHHaﬂ cmamaA A6Aemcs 6a)0CHbIM
meopemudecKum U NPaKmuyeckum pecypcom 0as uccieoosameneli, ACNUPAHmos u
cmydeﬂmoe 6 obnacmu JUHCBUCMUKU, qf)OHemuKu u npenodaeaﬂuﬂ AH2TIUUCKO20
A3bIKA.

Knwuesvie cnosa: awnenutickas ¢ononoeus, ¢hononocuveckue npasuia,
aAcCUMUAYUsL, OUCCUMUTAYUS, BCABKA (aneHmesml), ydaﬂeﬂue (aﬂus’uﬂ), XJIONAaHve,
C6A3HAA pelb, USMEHEeHUe 36)YKAa, Mmooenu NpousHoOULeHuUA, 2ﬂy6uHHO€ U nosepxnocnHoe
npedcmaeﬂeﬂue, CecMEHmMHble npoyeccovl, cynpacecmermHuvle npusHaku, ynpouienue
pedu, apmuxkyJiAyuOHHble npoyeccal.

English is one of the most widely spoken languages in the world, and its
phonological system is also very complex and diverse. Phonology is the branch of
linguistics that studies the sound system, which studies the relationships between
sounds, their interactions, and the processes of change. The phonological system of
English reflects not only the individuality, but also the historical development of the
language. Sounds and their changes play an important role in the pronunciation,
intonation, and grammatical structure of the language.

Phonological rules, that is, the rules that determine how sounds change under
what conditions, are necessary for understanding the pronunciation of words in English
and their changes in speech. Each word has an underlying form, which reflects the
structural structure of the language. In speech, words are transformed into a surface

form through various phonological processes. These processes include important
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phonological phenomena such as assimilation, dissimilation, elision, epenthesis (the
addition of sounds), and flapping. Phonological rules in English also play a major role
in facilitating the pronunciation of words, linking them together, and providing stylistic
differences. For example, the pronunciation differences between many dialects and
dialects of English are the result of phonological processes. These rules are also
important for English learners, as knowledge of phonological rules is very useful in
developing correct pronunciation and listening skills.

The phonological rules and processes of English have long been studied by
linguists. The way sounds change and interact with each other in speech processes
affects the grammatical structure of the language, which in turn shapes the
pronunciation, semantics, and syntax of the language. Phonological rules primarily
determine how sounds change, under what conditions they interact, and how
pronunciation changes. In English, these processes vary across many dialects and
dialects, and their large number also makes learning the language difficult. The
following are some of the most common phonological processes in English:
assimilation, dissimilation, epenthesis, elision, and flapping. Each process is important
to the pronunciation of language learners and native speakers.

1. Assimilation (Sound similarity)

Assimilation is a phonological process in which one sound becomes similar to
another. This process facilitates speech and speeds up speech. Assimilation usually
occurs between consonants, but it can also occur between vowels. In English,
assimilation can be of several types:

Regressive assimilation: In this process, the next sound affects the previous
sound. For example, in the word "input”, the sound [n] adapts to the sound [p] and
changes to [m]. The pronunciation of the word is [ '1mput].

Progressive assimilation: In this process, the previous sound affects the next
sound. For example, in the word "dogs", the sound [s] changes to [z] because the
preceding sound [g] makes it sound like [z]. The word is pronounced as [dogz].

Bidirectional assimilation: Sometimes assimilation processes can be two-way.

This mainly occurs when multiple sounds interact with each other. For example, in
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English, some personal changes cause sounds to adapt to each other and change
pronunciation.

Assimilation often occurs in rapid speech, to make a sound easier to pronounce.
This process ensures that the language is used naturally and comfortably, especially as
part of rapid and simple speech.

2. Dissimilation (Differentiation of Sounds)

Dissimilation is the differentiation of sounds, that is, their similarity is reduced
or a difference is created between them. This process mainly occurs to prevent two
identical sounds from being too close together. In English, dissimilation usually occurs
between words or within words with many sounds.

For example, the Old English word "peregrinus™ is pronounced as "pilgrim" in
English, that is, the [r] sound changes to the [I] sound. As another example, in the word
"f" the [f] sound is replaced by [0], because the presence of two [f] sounds together
makes pronunciation difficult.

Dissimilation is often helpful in learning a language and in speeding up speech.
This process helps to make words easier to read or say by creating a difference in the
pronunciation of sounds.

3. Epenthesis (Sound Addition)

Epenthesis is the addition of sounds. In the process of epenthesis, one or more
sounds are added to a word, which simplifies the pronunciation of the word or improves
its phonetic structure. Epenthesis is often found in fast pronunciation or in some
dialects.

For example, in the word "athlete” in some pronunciations, the sound [9] is
added, and the word is pronounced as [ a03li:t]. Another example is that in the word
"film" the sound [2] may be added, and the word is pronounced as [filom].

Epenthesis simplifies pronunciation by adding sounds and sometimes reduces
the number of syllables, which ensures the naturalness of speech.

4. Elision (Sound Dropping)

Boeinyck xcypHana Ne-26 Yacmo—1_ Maii —2025
93

——
| —



ISSN
MODERN EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT  3060-4567

Elision is the dropping or loss of a sound. This process, often in rapid speech,
results in the loss of consonants. Elision often occurs between short, simple words or
between sounds that are close to each other.

Example: In the phrase "next day", the [t] sound is lost and the word is
pronounced as [neks der]. Another example: In the phrase "I am going to", the [t] sound
in the word "to" is lost and the word is pronounced as [ar &m goun ta].

Elision refers to the loss of sounds, and this process makes pronunciation easier
In rapid speech. The loss of sounds as a result of elision makes speech natural and
comfortable.

5. Flapping

Flapping is the process of softening or "flapping” consonants. It is very
common in many dialects of English, especially American English. In the process of
flapping, the sounds [t] or [d] change to [c]. This sound is similar to [d] or [t] and
softens during pauses or reading.

For example, the word "better" is pronounced as [ ‘berar]. The word "butter is
pronounced as [ 'barar].

In conclusion, the phonological rules of English are one of the important
principles that shape the phonetic structure of the language. These rules help to explain
the changes that occur in the pronunciation of words and phrases, to understand the
internal laws of the language and to use it correctly. Processes such as assimilation,
dissimilation, epenthesis, elision and flapping play an important role in the
pronunciation of words in the English language. They explain how words are
simplified through the interaction of sounds, how they change in rapid pronunciation,
and how smoothness and naturalness are achieved in spoken speech. The study of
phonological rules allows linguists to distinguish between phonetic and phonological
systems, to understand the causes and consequences of changes in pronunciation.
Especially for those learning English as a foreign language, a deep understanding of
these processes is essential for ensuring correct pronunciation, listening, and

consistency in oral communication. A reader or learner who understands phonological
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processes can more easily understand differences in pronunciation, dialectal variations,
abbreviations, or natural deviations in speech in English.

The existence of phonological rules also plays an important role in the historical
development of language. Many words have reached their present form and
pronunciation as a result of phonological changes. Thus, the study of phonological
rules serves not only to understand modern pronunciation, but also to analyze the
development of the English language. As a result, phonological rules and processes
continue to be of significant scientific and practical importance in linguistics, language
teaching methodologies, and phonetic research.
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