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Abstract: This article explores the Andijan Uprising of 1898 in the Ferghana 

Valley, a significant anti-colonial movement against the Russian Empire in Central 

Asia. The study focuses on the underlying socio-economic and religious causes of the 

revolt, the identity and motivations of its participants, and the outcomes of the event 

for both the region and colonial administration. Through historical analysis, the 

article contributes to understanding local resistance to imperial rule and its place in 

Central Asian historiography. 
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The Andijan Uprising of 1898 was one of the most notable rebellions against 

Russian colonial rule in Central Asia during the late 19th century. Occurring in the 

Ferghana Valley, a region with dense population and strong Islamic traditions, the 

revolt was led by a religious figure known as Dukchi Eshon (Muhammad Ali 

Khalfa). Though the rebellion was short-lived and quickly suppressed, it exposed 

deep-rooted tensions between the colonial administration and the local population. 

The uprising is often overshadowed by larger historical events, but it serves 

as a critical episode illustrating how religious, socio-economic, and political 

discontent converged into armed resistance. The study of the Andijan Uprising is 

crucial for understanding the mechanisms of imperial control, native agency, and the 

early stirrings of national consciousness in Central Asia. 

The late 19th century marked a period of intense colonial expansion by the 

Russian Empire into Central Asia. After the annexation of the Kokand Khanate in 

1876, the Ferghana Valley was fully integrated into the Tsarist administrative system. 
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While Russian authorities aimed to modernize and "civilize" the region through 

military, legal, and educational reforms, their policies often disregarded the local 

population’s cultural and religious traditions. The introduction of Russian settlers, 

land redistribution, suppression of Islamic institutions, and the enforcement of new 

tax systems led to growing resentment among the indigenous Muslim population. 

Within this climate of dissatisfaction and instability, the Andijan Uprising of 

1898, led by Dukchi Eshon, erupted as a symbol of both religious revivalism and 

political protest. Although the revolt was swiftly suppressed, it revealed underlying 

tensions and triggered a reevaluation of colonial strategies in Central Asia. The 

significance of the uprising lies not only in its immediate military and political 

consequences but also in its role as a precursor to later nationalist and anti-imperialist 

movements. 

This paper seeks to explore the historical context of the Andijan Uprising, 

examining its causes, the identity of its leaders and participants, and the broader 

implications for Russian colonial policy and Central Asian resistance narratives. 

This research is based on the analysis of archival materials, Russian colonial 

records, and contemporary historical interpretations. Secondary sources by Central 

Asian and Russian historians have been consulted to present a balanced view of the 

events. A qualitative and comparative approach is used to connect the Andijan 

Uprising with similar colonial-era revolts across the Russian Empire. 

This study employs a qualitative historical approach, drawing on both 

primary sources and secondary scholarly analyses to provide a comprehensive 

account of the Andijan Uprising. The primary sources include: 

 Archival materials from Russian colonial records and reports (such as 

military correspondence and judicial proceedings from 1898), 

 Eyewitness accounts and official Tsarist interpretations of the events, 

 Islamic religious texts and letters associated with Dukchi Eshon and 

his followers. 
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Secondary sources include the works of Central Asian historians, post-

Soviet interpretations, and Western scholars who have studied the dynamics of 

Russian imperialism and local resistance in the region. 

A comparative analysis is conducted to position the Andijan Uprising within 

the wider spectrum of colonial rebellions occurring in other parts of the Russian 

Empire, such as the Caucasus and Siberia. The research also uses thematic content 

analysis to identify patterns in the rhetoric and ideology of the rebels, particularly 

with regard to religious motivations and anti-colonial sentiment. 

This methodological framework allows for a nuanced understanding of the 

uprising as both a spontaneous grassroots revolt and a structured ideological 

protest, thereby contributing to the broader historiography of resistance in colonial 

Central Asia. 

1. Causes of the Uprising: 

o Religious Discontent: Russian colonial policies had undermined 

traditional Islamic institutions, and restrictions on religious leaders created growing 

resentment. 

o Land and Economic Pressure: The expropriation of fertile lands by 

Russian settlers and increased taxation led to economic hardship among local farmers 

and craftsmen. 

o Resistance to Russification: The local population feared cultural 

assimilation and loss of identity due to Russian educational and administrative 

reforms. 

2. Leadership and Participants: 

o The uprising was led by Dukchi Eshon, a Sufi religious leader who 

claimed divine inspiration and called for a jihad against the colonial regime. 

o Approximately 2,000 to 3,000 people, mainly peasants, craftsmen, and 

former soldiers of the Kokand Khanate, took part in the rebellion. 

o The participants aimed to restore Islamic governance and expel Russian 

authorities from the Ferghana Valley. 

3. Suppression and Immediate Consequences: 
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o The uprising began on May 18, 1898, with an attack on Russian troops 

in Andijan but was crushed within a few hours. 

o Over 500 rebels were arrested, and Dukchi Eshon was executed. 

o Russian authorities increased military presence and tightened 

surveillance across the region. 

The Andijan Uprising revealed the fragility of Russian colonial control in 

Central Asia, particularly in religiously active and ethnically cohesive regions such 

as Ferghana. Though the rebellion lacked coordination and was poorly armed, it sent 

a strong message of resistance and alerted the Tsarist administration to the risks of 

ignoring local grievances. 

The colonial narrative at the time portrayed the uprising as the result of 

religious fanaticism, but modern historians recognize it as a reaction to deep-seated 

social injustice and imperial exploitation. The events in Andijan also challenged the 

myth of a “peaceful conquest” of Central Asia and foreshadowed future nationalist 

and anti-colonial movements in the region. 

The Andijan Uprising of 1898 was a pivotal moment in the colonial history of 

Central Asia. Though ultimately unsuccessful, it symbolized the enduring spirit of 

resistance among the local population. Its causes lay in a combination of religious 

suppression, economic marginalization, and the erosion of traditional governance. 

The rebellion also served as a warning to the Russian Empire about the potential 

volatility of its colonial periphery. 

Today, the uprising is remembered as an early expression of Uzbek resistance 

and a historical precedent for later independence struggles. A re-examination of the 

Andijan Uprising contributes to a fuller understanding of the complexities of colonial 

rule and indigenous agency in Central Asian history. 
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