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Abstract: Jadidism, a reformist movement in Central Asia during the late 

19th and early 20th centuries, had a profound impact on the development of national 

education, culture, and language in the region. In response to the outdated 

traditional madrasa system, Jadidists promoted a modern, secular educational 

framework that integrated both religious and scientific subjects, emphasizing the 

importance of education for social and cultural advancement. They played a key 

role in the revival of Turkic language and literature, advocating for the use of a 

common written language that could unify the diverse Turkic-speaking peoples of 

Central Asia. Additionally, the Jadidists sought to preserve and promote local 

cultural traditions while modernizing educational practices to prepare future 

generations for a changing world. The movement's influence on national education 

systems, language standardization, and cultural identity laid the groundwork for 

both Soviet and independent Central Asian education systems, continuing to shape 

the region’s educational and cultural policies to this day. 
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Jadidism was a significant intellectual and cultural movement that emerged 

in the late 19th and early 20th centuries in Central Asia, seeking to address the 

pressing challenges of modernization, education, and social development in the 

region. This reformist movement was primarily driven by the desire to modernize 

the educational system, which had been dominated by outdated traditional madrasas 

that focused solely on religious teachings, often with little to no attention to 
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scientific, technological, or secular subjects. The Jadidists aimed to integrate Islamic 

values with modern knowledge, which they believed was essential for social 

progress and the revitalization of Muslim societies in the face of growing European 

influence and the Russian Empire's presence in the region. 

The movement's key figures, such as Ismail Gasprinsky, Mahmud Khoja 

Behbudi, and Abdurauf Fitrat, were not only concerned with religious reforms but 

also sought to preserve and develop the national languages, cultures, and identities 

of Central Asia’s diverse ethnic groups.[1,35]  They advocated for a common 

educational curriculum that would unify the Turkic-speaking peoples, promote 

literacy, and create a modern intellectual framework while preserving the rich 

cultural heritage of the region. Jadidism's influence on education, language, and 

culture was particularly profound. The Jadidists introduced the “new method” 

(Yangi Usul) of education, which was a modern, more secular approach that blended 

traditional Islamic teachings with secular subjects like math, science, and literature. 

These schools, which often used the Turkic languages of the region, became vital 

spaces for cultural exchange, intellectual development, and the strengthening of 

national identity. 

In addition to educational reforms, the movement emphasized the 

importance of language as a tool for social change and unity. By promoting the 

development of written Turkic languages and literature, the Jadidists helped lay the 

foundation for a unified cultural and linguistic identity across Central Asia, fostering 

a sense of shared heritage and purpose among various ethnic and linguistic groups. 

This introduction sets the stage for exploring the lasting impact of Jadidism on the 

development of national education, the revitalization of local cultures, and the 

modernization of language systems in Central Asia. [2] The movement’s ideas not 

only influenced the educational policies of the Soviet era but continue to resonate in 

the modern-day educational and cultural landscapes of the independent Central 

Asian states. Through the lens of Jadidism, we can better understand the intersection 

of modernity, tradition, and nationalism in shaping the region’s future. 



   MODERN EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT  

   Выпуск журнала №-28  Часть–6_Июнь –2025 

182 

One of the key contributions of Jadidism was its revolutionary approach to 

education. Before the emergence of the Jadidist movement, education in Central 

Asia was largely confined to the madrasa system, which focused predominantly on 

religious texts, memorization, and traditional Islamic knowledge. This system, 

although valuable in preserving religious teachings, did not equip students with the 

skills required to navigate the rapidly changing world dominated by technological, 

scientific, and industrial advances. Jadidists, such as Ismail Gasprinsky, advocated 

for a modernized educational approach that combined Islamic teachings with secular 

subjects like mathematics, natural sciences, history, and geography. [3,45] This 

reform, known as the "new method" (Yangi Usul), emphasized the teaching of 

subjects that were essential for intellectual and economic advancement. Schools 

based on this system were established in major cities like Tashkent, Bukhara, and 

Samarkand, and became spaces where students could receive an education that was 

more aligned with the demands of the modern world. 

Unlike traditional madrasas, Jadid schools aimed to cultivate critical 

thinking, practical skills, and a well-rounded intellectual foundation. They also 

aimed to break away from the outdated methods of rote learning and instead focused 

on interactive, inquiry-based approaches that encouraged students to question and 

understand the world around them. In this way, the Jadid movement helped pave the 

way for the development of a new generation of thinkers, professionals, and leaders 

who were capable of engaging with both traditional Islamic thought and modern, 

scientific ideas. Jadidist schools were also critical in providing education for girls, 

who had traditionally been excluded from formal schooling. Prominent figures like 

Mahmud Khoja Behbudi advocated for women's education as an essential part of 

the modernization process.[5]  This broader access to education not only contributed 

to gender equality but also helped empower a new generation of women who would 

play a significant role in the social, cultural, and political spheres of Central Asia. 

The Jadidist movement was a transformative force in the development of 

national education, language, and culture in Central Asia. Through their efforts to 

modernize education, promote national languages, and revive cultural pride, the 
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Jadidists laid the foundations for a new intellectual and educational framework that 

was crucial for the region’s modernization. Their legacy continues to resonate in the 

educational and cultural policies of the post-Soviet Central Asian republics, 

influencing contemporary debates on national identity, language, and cultural 

preservation. The impact of Jadidism on Central Asia’s education system, cultural 

revival, and linguistic unity remains a testament to the movement's profound and 

enduring influence on the region's history and development. 
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