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Abstract. This article explores comparative typology as a branch of general
linguistics, discussing its significance, research methods, results, and practical
applications. By examining linguistic similarities and differences, comparative
typology contributes to a deeper understanding of language universals, structural
variations, and the cognitive foundations of human language.
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Annotatsiya. Ushbu magolada giyosiy tipologiya umumiy tilshunoslikning bir
tarmog ‘i sifatida o ‘rganilib, uning ahamiyati, tadqiqot usullari, natijalari va amaliy
qo ‘llanilishi muhokama qilinadi. Qiyosiy tipologiya tildagi o xshashlik va farqlarni
o rganib, til universalligi, strukturaviy o ‘zgarishlar va inson tilining kognitiv
asoslarini chuqurroq tushunishga yordam beradi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Qiyosiy tipologiya, umumiy tilshunoslik, til universallari,
tipologik tasnif, lingvistik usullar, tahlil gilish, hamkorlik.

Annomayus. B OanHOU cmamve paccmMampueaemcs CpAGHUMENbHAS
munoJjiocus Kaxk p(b‘@@]l 061/1/;620 A3bIKO3ZHAHRUA, 060)/.91‘6‘0(1}01’}’10}:’! ee 3HAdueHue, Memoowl
MCCJZQOOBLIHM}Z, pesyionambl u npakmuieckoe npumeHeHrue. H3yqaﬂ
JUHSBUCITNUYECKUE CXOOCMEA u pasiudusd, CpasHuUmMelbHasAl MunoJjao2cusl cnoco6cm6yem
bonee 2nyO0KOMY NOHUMAHUIO SA3bIKOBLIX VHUBEPCAIUL, CPYKMYPHBIX 8APUAYUL U

KOCHUMUBHbIX OCHOB Yejl06eHeCKO20 A3blKd.
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Knroueevie cnoea: Cpaeﬁumeﬂbﬁaﬂ munoJjiocus, 05%;66 A3bIKO3HAHUE,
A3bIKOBbIE  YVHUBeEpcAluu, munojocudecKas maccuqbukauuﬂ, JUHZBUCMUYECKUe
Memoobl, , aHAIU3, COMPYOHUYECEO.

Introduction

Comparative typology is a crucial branch of general linguistics that
Investigates the similarities and differences between languages. It aims to identify
patterns and regularities across languages to classify them into types. By doing so,
this field provides insights into the nature of language itself, the extent of its variation,
and the constraints on linguistic diversity.

Linguists use comparative typology to explore how languages express
common ideas and grammatical functions differently or similarly. The findings from
typological research have practical implications for language teaching, translation,
computational linguistics, and understanding cognitive language processing.

Comparative typology includes:

1)comparison of related languages and unrelated languages;

2) typologization of the specifics of language against the background of
general features of linguistic

The field aims to uncover universal principles and typological patterns that
can be applied across languages, as well as the constraints that define language
variation. From an etymological perspective, the word "typology" consists of two
Greek morphemes: "typos" - "type" and "logos" - meaning "science of words".
Typology is a branch of science that is common to all disciplines without exception.
In this respect, their typological method is not limited to one field of science.

Thus, the typology can be divided into:

1. Non-linguistic typology. Non-linguistic typology is a subject of disciplines
other than linguistics. Non-linguistic typology refers to the study of various fields
outside of linguistics. It can include political, medical, historical, botanical,
psychological, mathematical, or economic typology. Both general and specific
differences and similarities are common across all sciences. Certain branches

sometimes distinguish systemic comparison as an independent subfield within a
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broader discipline. For example, comparative psychology, first introduced in
Aristotle’s works, explores the psychological similarities between humans and
animals.

2. Linguistic typology (also known as Comparative typology) is a branch of
General Linguistics that examines language systems through comparative analysis,
seeking to identify universal principles and differences and similarities between
languages. It refers to the study and classification of languages based on their
structural features and similarities. This field analyzes the various patterns and
systems within languages, helping to understand how they are organized and how
they differ from one another. According to David Crystal's Dictionary of Linguistics
and Phonetics, comparative typology is defined as "A branch of linguistics which
studies the structural similarities between languages, regardless of their history, as
part of an attempt to establish a satisfactory classification or typology of languages.
Typological comparison is thus distinguished from the historical comparison of
languages and its groupings may not coincide with those set up by the historical
method".[1]

A commonly accepted definition of comparative typology is that it is a field
within General Linguistics dedicated to identifying similarities and distinct features
of languages that are not influenced by their genetic origins or mutual influences.

According to the concept of comparing the phenomenon of linguistics and the
goal, we can divide the comparative typology into the following parts:

genealogical typology;

structural typology;

regional typology;

comparative typology. [2]

Genealogical typology is a branch of comparative typology that studies
similarities and relationships between related languages. It refers to a system of
historically related languages. The genealogical typology developed from
comparative-historical linguistics, which dominated Europe in the 19th century. Its

emergence was helped by the discovery of Sanskrit, the ancient classical language of
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India. The discovery of Sanskrit opened up the possibility of comparative study of
languages.

Structural typology is the main branch of comparative typology and identifies
structural language types.

Regional typology is one of the independent branches of linguistic typology,
which studies and compares geographically conditioned language features, systems,
and the extent and proximity of expansion.

Comparative typology is considered an independent branch of comparative
typology and deals with the comparison of languages regardless of their genetic or
structural structure.

Branches of comparative typology by levels of language hierarchy:

Phonetic and phonological typology;

Morphological Typology;

Syntactic Typology;

Lexical Typology.

Phonetic and phonological typology deals with the comparison of units of the
phonological level of the language. He is engaged in distinguishing phonological
differential signs, determining their universality, studying the phonological structure
of languages, classifying languages according to their phonological characteristics.

Morphological typology specifically deals with grammatical questions such
as parts of speech and their grammatical categories. Morphological typology
compares grammatical phenomena in both cognate and non-cognate language
systems. [3]

Syntactic typology deals with the comparison of units at the syntactic level,
such as word combinations. Syntactic typology can be divided into several sections:
the comparison of the phrase, the sentence level, as well as the comparison of units
and different levels related to their syntactic activity. Syntactic typology usually
compares languages based on transformational syntax.

Lexical typology is a branch of linguistic typology that studies the diversity

of semantics of lexical units in world languages.
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Methods

The methods used in comparative typology involve a diverse set of qualitative
and quantitative techniques aimed at systematically comparing languages to identify
their structural patterns and variations.

1. Data Collection:

o  Linguists gather extensive data from multiple languages using corpora
(large, structured collections of texts, either spoken or written, that provide real-life
examples of language use), grammar, and field research (direct interaction with
speakers of a language, often essential for documenting lesser-known or endangered
languages). Together, these sources enable linguists to perform detailed analyses and
draw meaningful comparisons between languages.

o  Both written and spoken forms of languages are analyzed.

2. Typological Analysis:

o  Structural elements such as phonology, morphology, syntax, and
semantics are examined.

o  Linguists look for patterns like subject-verb-object (SVO) orders or
morphological tendencies.

3. Comparison:

o  Languages are compared using cross-linguistic criteria to identify shared
features and differences.

4.  Statistical Techniques:

o  Quantitative methods help measure linguistic diversity and cluster
languages based on shared features.

5. Language Universals:

o  Universal tendencies, such as word order principles, are tested and
analyzed.

Results

Comparative typology has yielded several significant findings:

Typological Classifications: Linguists categorize languages based on criteria

such as morphological type: analyzing how languages structure words. It looks at
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the way languages use affixes (prefixes, suffixes, infixes) to modify meanings, and
categorizes languages based on morphological characteristics:

e Isolating (Analytic) languages: Little to no inflection (e.g., Mandarin
Chinese).

e  Agglutinative languages: Words are formed by stringing together clear-
cut affixes (e.g., Turkish, Swahili).

e Fusional languages: Affixes combine multiple grammatical functions
(e.g., Spanish, Russian).

e  Polysynthetic languages: Complex words, often entire sentences, formed
from many morphemes (e.g., Inuit languages), and syntactic structure: Investigating
word order and sentence structures, such as subject-object-verb (SOV), subject-verb-
object (SVO), or subject-object-complement (SVO). It examines how languages
organize their syntax around various structures:

- SVO: English, French, Chinese.

- SOV: Japanese, Korean, Hindi.

- VSO: Classical Arabic, Irish. [4]

Language Universals: Certain principles are common across languages, such
as the tendency to place modifiers close to the nouns they modify.

Typological Features: Features like tone systems, case markings, and verb
inflections vary systematically across language families.

Discussion

Comparative typology helps linguists answer critical questions about
language diversity and evolution. One of the most influential contributions is its role
in understanding linguistic relativity—how language structure influences thought.

Moreover, the findings from typological research inform other areas such as:

Language Learning: Understanding typological differences aids in developing
teaching methods tailored to specific linguistic backgrounds.

Translation Studies: Knowing structural similarities helps in machine

translation systems.
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Cognitive Science: Typological studies reveal how different languages encode
information and how this affects cognitive processing.

Despite its successes, comparative typology faces challenges. Linguistic data
collection is labor-intensive, and many languages remain under-documented.
Additionally, typological patterns often blur due to linguistic borrowing and
convergence.

Conclusion

Comparative typology plays a pivotal role in advancing general linguistics by
identifying commonalities and variations across languages. It offers invaluable
Insights into theoretical linguistics, applied language studies, and cognitive science.
Future research will likely benefit from enhanced data availability, advanced
statistical tools, and interdisciplinary collaboration.
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