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Validity refers to how well an assessment measures what it is intended to measure 

(Brown, 2004). In language assessment, a test designed to assess speaking proficiency 

must evaluate speaking skills rather than just vocabulary or grammar knowledge. 

Validity is essential for ensuring that the assessment results truly reflect students' 

abilities in the specific language skills being evaluated. According to Hughes (2003), 

a high level of validity is achieved when the assessment's content aligns with the 

learning goals and accurately represents the language skills being taught. Reliability 

refers to the consistency of an assessment in measuring language proficiency. A 

reliable assessment will produce similar results under similar conditions, allowing 

teachers and students to trust the results (McNamara, 2000). This is especially critical 

in standardized tests, where inconsistencies can undermine the reliability of the results. 

In classroom assessments, reliability can be increased through the use of clear rubrics, 

standardized scoring systems, and well-defined criteria, ensuring that the results are as 

objective and accurate as possible (Brown, 2004). Practicality concerns how feasible 

an assessment is, considering factors like time, resources, and teacher workload. In 

EFL/ESL classrooms, where resources are often limited, practicality is an important 

factor (Richards & Schmidt, 2013). Assessments that require excessive time or 

specialized materials may not be realistic for regular use. As Hughes (2003) notes, 

effective assessments strike a balance between thoroughness and efficiency, allowing 

teachers to assess students without overwhelming them or disrupting the learning 

process. By adhering to these principles, teachers can develop assessments that offer 

valuable insights into students' language skills and aid in making better instructional 

decisions, leading to improved learning outcomes. 
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Formative Assessment Techniques for EFL/ESL Classrooms 

Formative assessment is essential in EFL/ESL teaching, providing ongoing 

feedback that helps students develop their language skills and allows teachers to adjust 

their instruction. Since language acquisition is a gradual process, formative assessment 

ensures that students receive timely support throughout their learning journey. This 

section discusses the importance of continuous feedback, practical formative 

assessment methods, and ways to align these assessments with learning goals. 

Continuous Feedback and Its Impact on Learning 

Continuous feedback is critical in language learning because it helps students 

monitor their progress and identify areas that need improvement. Unlike summative 

assessments, which give an overall evaluation at the end of a learning period, 

continuous feedback is provided regularly during classroom activities, allowing for 

immediate guidance that students can act on right away (Harmer, 2015). 

Teacher Feedback 

Teacher feedback is one of the most influential forms of feedback in the 

classroom. When given in a timely, constructive, and specific manner, it helps students 

understand their mistakes and offers clear guidance on how to improve. For instance, 

after a speaking task, a teacher may provide feedback on pronunciation or grammar, 

showing the student how to make corrections. Research by Black and Wiliam (1998) 

indicates that teacher feedback can significantly improve student performance, 

especially when it offers actionable advice instead of merely pointing out errors. 

Peer Feedback 

Peer feedback encourages students to work together by evaluating each other’s 

work. This method promotes critical thinking and self-reflection as students assess their 

peers’ language use, accuracy, and fluency. Peer feedback also provides additional 

perspectives, helping students take responsibility for their own learning as well as their 

peers' (Harmer, 2015). For example, in a writing assignment, students could exchange 

papers and provide feedback on grammar, structure, and vocabulary, learning from one 

another’s insights. 

Self-Assessment 

Self-assessment allows students to reflect on their performance, which increases 

their self-awareness and independence. Through self-assessment, students can identify 

strengths and weaknesses, set realistic goals, and become more actively involved in 

their learning process. Harmer (2015) states that self-assessment fosters metacognitive 

awareness, an essential skill for language learners who must monitor their language 

choices. Tools like self-rating scales or reflection journals help students track their 

progress, boosting their motivation and confidence. 

Formative assessments give teachers a range of tools to assess student 

understanding and offer immediate feedback. These techniques are versatile and can 
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be easily incorporated into EFL/ESL classrooms, improving the learning experience 

without overwhelming students. Exit tickets are quick, informal assessments given at 

the end of a lesson to quickly assess students’ understanding of the material. In an 

EFL/ESL classroom, exit tickets might include questions that prompt students to 

practice target vocabulary, grammar structures, or summarize key concepts. The 

simplicity of exit tickets allows teachers to gather immediate feedback on students' 

comprehension, helping them plan future lessons that address any areas that need 

reinforcement (Brookhart, 2010). Think-pair-share is a collaborative activity where 

students first think about a question individually, then discuss it with a partner, and 

finally share their thoughts with the class. This technique encourages active 

participation and allows students to process information at their own pace before 

engaging in group discussions. In an EFL context, think-pair-share is especially 

effective for developing speaking skills, as it gives students time to organize their ideas 

and practice language in a supportive setting. Research by Black and Wiliam (1998) 

highlights the effectiveness of collaborative learning activities like think-pair-share in 

enhancing student engagement and comprehension. Quick quizzes are brief, low-

pressure assessments that gauge students’ understanding of recently taught material. 

These quizzes can be done verbally or in writing and may include tasks like vocabulary 

matching, multiple-choice questions, or short-answer exercises. In EFL/ESL 

classrooms, quick quizzes help reinforce language structures and vocabulary while 

providing teachers with instant feedback on areas that need attention (Harmer, 2015). 

This quick feedback can motivate students to remain engaged and reinforce their 

understanding. 

To ensure that formative assessments are effective, they must be aligned with 

specific language learning objectives. By focusing on well-defined goals, teachers can 

make formative assessments more meaningful and relevant to students' needs. 

Effective formative assessments begin with clearly defined objectives that align with 

the desired language outcomes. For example, if the goal is to improve speaking fluency, 

a formative assessment could involve a role-play task requiring spontaneous language 

use. By setting measurable goals, teachers ensure that formative assessments offer a 

clear picture of students' progress (Brookhart, 2010). 

Thus, rubrics provide a clear framework for assessing language skills, ensuring 

that feedback is consistent and focused on specific criteria. In EFL/ESL classrooms, 

rubrics can be used to evaluate tasks such as presentations, essays, or speaking 

activities, with criteria covering aspects like pronunciation, grammar, coherence, and 

vocabulary. Rubrics help students understand expectations and offer concrete areas for 

improvement, fostering transparency and fairness in the assessment process (Andrade, 

2000). Regular checkpoints, such as brief assessments at the end of each unit, enable 

teachers to track students’ progress toward language objectives. These checkpoints 
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help keep formative assessments aligned with learning goals, providing both teachers 

and students with a clear understanding of progress. For example, if the goal is to 

improve listening skills, a series of listening exercises could act as checkpoints, with 

results guiding future lessons (Harmer, 2015). By incorporating these strategies, 

teachers can ensure that formative assessments reflect students’ current abilities and 

are closely aligned with the goals of their language programs. This approach enhances 

the effectiveness of formative assessments, making them a crucial part of a goal-

oriented language learning experience. 

In conclusion, formative assessment is a powerful tool in EFL/ESL classrooms, 

offering continuous feedback that supports language development. By using 

techniques like ongoing feedback, practical assessments, and alignment with learning 

goals, formative assessments create a responsive and engaging teaching environment. 

These methods help students grow confidently as language learners. 
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