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Abstract: In an era where digital technologies and information and
communication technologies are rapidly transforming every aspect of our lives,
integrating digital literacy into the core professional competencies of future English
language teachers in higher education institutions is becoming an increasingly
important issue. As education progressively transitions to digital platforms, educators
must not only demonstrate proficiency in pedagogical practices but also exhibit
competence in utilizing digital tools for effective language instruction. The ability to
navigate digital resources, incorporate interactive learning methodologies, and remain
adaptable to ongoing technological advancements is crucial for enhancing student
engagement and optimizing learning outcomes in the contemporary educational
landscape. Moreover, digital literacy equips educators to design customized learning
experiences, integrate Al-powered educational tools, and leverage virtual and
augmented reality for engaging language instruction. It further strengthens teachers'
capacity to critically assess digital resources, maintain cybersecurity in virtual
classrooms, and cultivate students' media and information literacy. As the
responsibilities of educators extend beyond conventional teaching environments,
cultivating digital proficiency is vital for preparing future educators to address the
challenges of 21st-century education and bridge the divide between traditional and
technology-integrated learning methodologies.
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Introduction

The digital transformation in education has reshaped the way teaching and
learning occur, prompting educators to adapt to new tools and platforms. As technology
continues to influence educational practices, it is increasingly essential for educators
to possess not only strong pedagogical skills but also the digital competence required
to effectively engage with digital learning environments (Bates, 2015). The integration
of digital tools allows for the creation of personalized, interactive learning experiences,
which are particularly crucial in language education, where digital technologies such
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as artificial intelligence (Al), virtual reality (VR), and augmented reality (AR) offer
immersive, dynamic approaches to instruction (Godwin-Jones, 2018).

Digital literacy, which encompasses the ability to find, evaluate, and communicate
information through digital means, has become a fundamental aspect of modern
teaching (Martin, 2006). Educators’ digital literacy enables them to critically assess
digital content, foster cybersecurity, and support the development of students' media
and information literacy, thereby preparing learners for the demands of the digital age
(McLuhan, 1964; P21, 2019). As education continues to evolve, it is crucial for
teachers to cultivate digital competence, enabling them to bridge the divide between
traditional and technology-enhanced pedagogical approaches (Selwyn, 2016).

This article examines the role of digital literacy in language education, exploring
its impact on teaching practices and how educators can leverage emerging technologies
to create more effective and engaging learning environments.

Material and methods

Creswell & Plano Clark (2018), while discussing the importance of teaching
digital literacy alongside language skills to young future English language teachers
studying in higher education institutions, emphasize that this process is not only about
preparing students for the educational process but also about developing their ability
to think in alignment with modern times, as well as acquiring and processing
information effectively. This research adopts a mixed-methods approach, combining
qualitative and quantitative methods to provide a thorough examination of how digital
literacy and professional competence develop in future English language teachers. A
case study design was implemented to investigate the incorporation of digital literacy
into teacher education programs (Creswell & Plano Clark, 2018). Martin (2006)
emphasizes the necessity of integrating digital literacy into the training of future
English language teachers, highlighting its role in enhancing their professional
competence. He argues that digital literacy skills are essential for teachers to effectively
engage with modern educational technologies and resources. Furthermore, Martin
(2006) points out that incorporating digital literacy into teacher education programs
helps future educators adapt to the rapidly evolving digital landscape. He also stresses
that digital literacy fosters critical thinking and problem-solving skills, which are
crucial for effective teaching. Ultimately, Martin (2006) asserts that equipping future
teachers with digital literacy ensures they can confidently navigate and utilize digital
tools in their professional practice. The research was conducted at Angren University
with first- and second-year students of the English Language Teaching faculty. Two
experimental groups were chosen for the study. One group integrated digital
technologies during their practicum in secondary school, while the other group
followed a traditional teaching approach without implementing digital technology.

To assess the impact of digital technologies on language teaching, secondary
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school students were interviewed at three stages: before the practicum, during the
practicum, and after the practicum. Additionally, assessment tests were conducted to
evaluate students' vocabulary, grammar, language acquisition, and communication
skills.

The results of the research indicated that students taught using digital technology
demonstrated significantly better outcomes in all measured aspects compared to those
who followed the traditional teaching method. The findings highlight the effectiveness
of digital tools in enhancing language learning and teaching efficiency. Furthermore,
qualitative data was gathered through classroom observations and student feedback
surveys. These provided deeper insights into the effectiveness of digital tools in
engaging learners and fostering interactive learning environments. The collected data
was analyzed using both quantitative and qualitative research methods, ensuring a
comprehensive evaluation of the impact of digital technologies on language teaching
and learning outcomes.

Results

The study’s findings reveal that incorporating digital technologies into language
teaching significantly enhances students’ language acquisition and communication
skills. The experimental group, which used digital tools during their practicum, showed
notable improvements in vocabulary retention, grammatical accuracy, and overall
language proficiency compared to those who followed traditional teaching approaches.

Pre-practicum interviews indicated that both groups initially had comparable
language competencies. However, throughout the practicum, students who engaged
with digital learning resources demonstrated greater motivation, participation, and
confidence in using English in real-world situations. Post-practicum assessments
reinforced these observations, as the experimental group performed better than their
peers in vocabulary, grammar, and communicative competence evaluations.

Furthermore, qualitative data from classroom observations and student feedback
surveys supported these results. Students in the digital learning environment reported
higher enthusiasm for learning, attributing their progress to interactive multimedia
content and digital communication tools. Conversely, students in the traditional
teaching group experienced limited exposure to authentic language use and found it
challenging to stay engaged.

A statistical analysis of test scores confirmed a significant difference between the
two groups, with the experimental group achieving higher mean scores in all areas of
language proficiency. These findings strongly suggest that digital technologies play a
vital role in enhancing the professional competence of future English language teachers
by creating a more engaging and effective learning environment.

Discussion
The findings of this study emphasize the significant influence of digital
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technologies on both language learning and teaching effectiveness. These results are
consistent with prior research, which suggests that digital tools enhance student
engagement, motivation, and overall academic performance (Wang & Winstead,
2022). The observed improvements in vocabulary retention, grammatical accuracy,
and communicative competence among students who had access to digital resources
highlight the educational benefits of integrating technology into English language
instruction.

A key reason for these outcomes may be that digital technologies create a more
interactive and immersive learning experience. The use of multimedia content, online
exercises, and real-time communication tools allows students to practice language
skills in authentic contexts, reinforcing their learning (Reinders & Hubbard, 2020). In
contrast, students who followed traditional teaching methods had fewer opportunities
for such interactive learning, which may have slowed their progress.

Additionally, this study underscores the importance of digital literacy in teacher
training. Future English language teachers who can effectively incorporate digital tools
into their teaching can foster more engaging and student-centered learning
environments. This aligns with the argument that digital competence should be an
essential part of teacher education programs (Selwyn, 2019).

However, some limitations should be considered. Since this study was conducted
at a single institution, the findings may not be fully generalizable to other educational
settings. Moreover, differences in students’ prior technological proficiency may have
influenced their ability to benefit from digital resources. Future research should include
longitudinal studies and examine the impact of digital tools across various educational
contexts.

In conclusion, this study provides strong evidence that integrating digital
technologies into English language teaching enhances both student learning outcomes
and teacher professional development. These findings contribute to the growing
research supporting the use of digital tools in language education and highlight the
need for further advancements in teacher training programs.
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