g ’,é ObPA30OBAHHE HAYKA U HHHOBAIIHOHHBIE H/IEH B MHPE I b\ l
2181-

THE ROLE OF ENGLISH IN SHAPING CULTURAL IDENTITY
AMONG UZBEK-SPEAKING URBAN COMMUNITIES

Umarova Shoira Xolmurod
qizi
Master’s student
Uzbekistan State World Languages University
Annotation: This article investigates how the English language contributes to
reshaping the cultural identity of Uzbek-speaking individuals, especially within urban
environments. The research highlights how English serves not only as a practical tool
of communication but also as a cultural symbol linked to modernity, globalization, and
social prestige. Drawing on sociolinguistic theory and qualitative observations, the
paper discusses the motivations behind the adoption of English in daily interactions,
media consumption, and education. It emphasizes the transformation of cultural
values, identity perceptions, and generational differences resulting from this linguistic
influence. Ultimately, the article argues that English is increasingly perceived as a
medium of empowerment and cultural hybridity among urban Uzbeks.
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HUHIBUCTHYECKOE BJIMSIHME AHIJVIMICKOro s3blKka Ha (opmMmupoBaHue
KYJbTYPHOH MIEHTUYHOCTH B TOPOJICKHUX Y30€KOSI3bIYHBIX CO00IIECTBAX
Annomayusa: B oaunoli cmamve paccmampueaemcs, KAK AHIAUUCKULL S3bIK
GUsIeM HA KYJIbMYPHYIO UOEHMUYHOCIb Y30eK0A3bIUHbIX 20podican. Mcciedosarue
nodqepkueaem, Ymo AHeAUUCKUU A3bIK svlcniynaent He mojlbKo cpedcmeom 06M4€H1/l}1,
HO U CUMB0JIOM 2]20661]214361141414, ycnexa u CO6pEeMEHHOCNU. Ocoboe enumanue
ydeﬂﬂemc;z socnpusamuro AHSUUCKO20 A3bIKA cpeau MOJZO()@OfCU, eco pojau e
06pa306amefleblx cucmemax u Meéua, a makKoice USMEHEeHUAM 6 mpaduquHHblx

KVIbMYPHBIX YeHHOCmAX. AHenutickuil 361K paccmampuéaemcs: Kaxk akmop
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Gdopmuposarus cuOPUOHOU KYIbMYPHOU UOEHMUUYHOCU, COeOUHAIWel MeCmHble U
2n00anbHble DIIeMeHmbl.

Knroueewte cnoea: anenuvickuu A3bIK, y36€K0ﬂ3blllel€ coo6u;ecm6a, KyJlbmypHasl
u()eHmulmocmb, yp6anu3az4uﬂ, 2]206&]11/!3611/;1/!}1, A3bIKOBOE s0ocnpusimue

Ingliz tilining shahar uzbekzabon jamoalarida madaniy o°‘zlikni
shakllantirishdagi o‘rni

Annotatsiya: Ushbu magola ingliz tilining shahar uzbekzabon aholisining
madaniy o zlikni shakllantirishiga qanday ta’sir ko ‘rsatayotganini o ‘rganadi.
Tadgiqotda ingliz tili nafagat muloqot vositasi sifatida, balki zamonaviylik,
muvaffaqiyat va global ochiglik timsoli sifatida ham ko ‘riladi. Aynigsa, yoshlar
orasida ingliz tilining ta’lim, media va kundalik hayotda tutgan o ‘rni, hamda bu
jarayonlarning an’anaviy qadriyatlar bilan gqganday moslashayotgani yoritiladi.
Magolada ingliz tilining yangi madaniy identitet shakllanishiga olib kelayotgan
o ‘zgaruvchan ijtimoiy kontekstdagi roli muhim ahamiyatga ega ekanligi ta kidlanadi.

Kalit so ‘zlar: ingliz tili, uzbekzabon shahar aholisi, madaniy o zlik, globallashuv,
zamonaviylik, til va jamiyat

1. Introduction

In an increasingly globalized world, language functions not only as a
communication tool but as a symbol of identity, ideology, and cultural orientation. In
Uzbekistan, the prominence of the English language has grown significantly,
particularly in urban centers such as Tashkent, Samarkand, and Fergana. This linguistic
shift presents new dynamics in how cultural identity is negotiated among Uzbek-
speaking urban residents. This article explores the cultural implications of English use,
focusing on its role in shaping modern Uzbek identities through education, media, and
social interaction.

2. Theoretical Framework and Background

The study is grounded in sociolinguistic theories of identity construction,
especially the frameworks proposed by Norton (2013), Bucholtz and Hall (2005), and

Bourdieu (1991). These theories conceptualize language as both a resource and a
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marker of social positioning. In the Uzbek urban context, English increasingly serves
as a symbol of educational prestige, cosmopolitanism, and upward mobility.

The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis is also relevant here, suggesting that language
influences perception and thought. As urban Uzbeks use English in specific domains,
their worldview and cultural orientation undergo subtle changes, creating a hybrid
identity that blends local and global values.

3. Research Methodology

This article draws from mixed methods, including:

» A qualitative content analysis of social media use among Uzbek-speaking youth
in urban areas;

* A review of government language education policies;

* Informal interviews and observations in academic and workplace settings.

The target population consists of university students, young professionals, and
secondary school teachers in Tashkent and Samarkand.

4. Results and Discussion

4.1 English as a Symbol of Global Identity

English is widely perceived by urban Uzbeks as the “language of opportunity.”
Its use in advertising, music, film, and fashion reflects the desire to align with global
culture. Participants often linked English with progress, technology, and a better future,
distancing it from the traditional roles associated with Uzbek or Russian.

4.2 ldentity Negotiation in Urban Contexts

Urban youth frequently switch between Uzbek and English, especially in
academic or professional environments. This code-switching reflects the fluidity of
identity and the coexistence of multiple cultural affiliations. While Uzbek is tied to
heritage and familial intimacy, English is linked to competence and success in the
global arena.

4.3 English in Education and Its Cultural Effects

Government policy has strongly promoted English in schools and universities,

positioning it as essential for development. However, this has also led to an
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unintentional marginalization of Uzbek in certain academic domains. Teachers and
students sometimes regard English-language materials as more authoritative or
“modern,” influencing how culture and knowledge are valued.

4.4 Challenges and Tensions

Despite the benefits, the dominance of English can lead to cultural dissonance.
Older generations may view excessive use of English as a loss of tradition, and some
youth feel “caught” between two cultural worlds. This generational gap often creates
differing attitudes toward what it means to be “modern” or “authentic.”

5. Conclusion

English has become more than just a foreign language in Uzbek urban settings—
it is a cultural force that influences how people see themselves and their place in the
world. For many, especially the youth, it serves as a gateway to a modern identity while
also challenging traditional cultural frameworks. The rise of English in Uzbekistan thus
reflects broader global processes of identity negotiation and cultural hybridization.
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