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Abstract. The Grammar-Translation Method (GTM) is one of the oldest language 

teaching approaches and has significantly influenced the way English is taught, 

especially in non-English-speaking countries. This article explores the main principles 

of GTM, its advantages and limitations, and its relevance in modern English language 

classrooms. It emphasizes the method's focus on grammar rules and translation practice 

as tools for language learning. Although often criticized for being outdated, GTM still 

plays a vital role in developing reading and writing skills, expanding vocabulary, and 

understanding grammatical structures. The article also examines how the method can 

be adapted and integrated with more communicative approaches to meet contemporary 

educational needs. 
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Аннотация. Грамматико-переводной метод (ГПМ) является одним из 

старейших подходов в преподавании языков и оказал значительное влияние на 

обучение английскому языку, особенно в странах, где английский не является 

родным. В статье рассматриваются основные принципы ГПМ, его преимущества 

и недостатки, а также его актуальность в современных классах по изучению 

английского языка. Подчеркивается внимание метода к грамматическим 

правилам и практике перевода как инструментам изучения языка. Несмотря на 

критику как устаревшего подхода, ГПМ по-прежнему играет важную роль в 

развитии навыков чтения и письма, расширении словарного запаса и понимании 

грамматических структур. Также в статье анализируется, как данный метод 
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может быть адаптирован и интегрирован с более коммуникативными подходами 

для удовлетворения современных образовательных потребностей. 

Ключевые слова. Грамматико-переводной метод, преподавание 

английского языка, грамматика, перевод, изучение языка, традиционные методы, 

навыки чтения, развитие словарного запаса. 

The Grammar-Translation Method (GTM) has been a cornerstone of language 

instruction for centuries. Originating from the teaching of classical languages such as 

Latin and Greek, GTM later became a dominant method for teaching modern foreign 

languages, including English. This method is primarily text-based and emphasizes 

reading, writing, translation, and the memorization of grammatical rules. 

Principles of the Grammar-Translation Method. The core principles of GTM 

include: 

Learning through detailed analysis of grammar rules. 

Translating texts between the target language and the native language. 

Memorizing vocabulary and verb conjugations. 

Little to no emphasis on speaking and listening. 

The method is teacher-centered, with the teacher providing explanations in the 

native language and students applying this knowledge in translation and written 

exercises. 

Advantages of GTM 

Despite criticisms, GTM has several strengths: 

It builds a strong foundation in grammar. 

It develops students’ reading comprehension skills. 

It supports academic learning and standardized test preparation. 

It is effective in environments where exposure to native speakers is limited. 

Limitations of GTM. However, GTM also has some significant drawbacks: 

It neglects speaking and listening skills. 

It can lead to passive learning and lack of motivation. 

It often ignores the communicative function of language. 
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GTM in the Modern Classroom 

In contemporary English teaching, communicative competence is highly valued. 

As a result, purely using GTM is often discouraged. However, elements of the method 

can be effectively combined with modern communicative and task-based approaches. 

For instance, grammar rules can be taught through translation exercises, followed by 

communicative tasks to apply them in context. 

Conclusion 

The Grammar-Translation Method, while traditional, continues to offer value 

when used appropriately. Its structured approach to grammar and translation helps 

learners build a strong linguistic foundation. When integrated with interactive methods, 

GTM can contribute to a balanced and effective English learning experience. 
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