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Abstract:This article provides a geographic analysis of the ecological and
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Introduction

Uzbekistan's strategic geographical location, rich natural resources, and cultural-
historical heritage place it among the leading tourism destinations in Central Asia. Two
key branches—ecological and cultural tourism—have significant growth potential
across the country. These sectors not only contribute to economic development but also
promote environmental sustainability, improve local living standards, and help

preserve national heritage.

Methodology
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The research was conducted using the following methods:

« Cartographic analysis: tourist destinations were classified based on
geographic location.

« Analytical-methodical approach: data from the State Committee for
Tourism of Uzbekistan and international reports were analyzed.

«Field research: on-site observations were carried out in Samarkand,
Bukhara, Zomin, Chatkal, and Ustyurt.

« Expert interviews: discussions were held with tourism specialists and

professional guides.
Results
Cultural Tourism Potential

« Samarkand, Bukhara, and Khiva are listed as UNESCO World Heritage
Sites and attract nearly 2 million tourists annually.

« Cities such as Termez, Tashkent, and Shakhrisabz are rich in ancient
monuments, archaeological sites, and museums.

« Local traditions and festivals (e.g., Navruz, handicraft exhibitions) play

an important role in enhancing cultural tourism.
Ecotourism Potential

« Zomin, Ugam-Chatkal, G‘ijduvon, the Hissar Mountains, and the Ustyurt
Plateau are major eco-tourism resources.

« The Aydar-Arnasay lake system, Sudochye and Dengizkul lakes are
attractive for birdwatching and wildlife observation.

« Ecotourism routes such as hiking (trekking), cycling tours, photo tourism,

and eco-camps are rapidly developing.

—
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Discussion

Analysis reveals that Uzbekistan has abundant ecological and cultural tourism

opportunities. However, several issues must be addressed to unlock their full potential:

«Weak infrastructure: poor road conditions, limited sanitation,
insufficient transport, and underdeveloped IT services.

. Lack of qualified personnel: shortage of professional guides and eco-
tourism facilitators.

« Limited local participation: local communities are not fully involved in

eco-tourism projects.

To overcome these challenges, the following strategies are recommended:

1 Increase public-private partnership (PPP) projects;
2. Integrate digital technologies (virtual guides, AR-based tourism);
3 Develop “combined routes” that link natural and cultural sites;
4. Engage local communities in tourism startups and private
Initiatives.
Conclusion

Uzbekistan has great geographic potential for tourism development. Scientific and
sustainable enhancement of this sector can strengthen national heritage preservation
and environmental resilience, while giving a new impetus to the national economy. By
integrating ecotourism with cultural tourism, both domestic and international tourist
flows can be increased. Moreover, tourism can contribute to improving the country's

global image and activating local economies.
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