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Abstract: This paper investigates the stylistic significance of metaphor and simile in 

George Orwell’s Animal Farm, a satirical allegory of Soviet totalitarianism. Grounded 

in theories of cognitive linguistics, particularly those advanced by Lakoff and Johnson 

(1980), the study highlights how figurative language functions beyond ornamentation 

to structure thought and intensify political meaning. Through detailed textual analysis, 

key metaphors and similes are identified and interpreted for their rhetorical, 

conceptual, and emotional effects. Ultimately, the findings demonstrate that Orwell’s 

use of figurative language contributes critically to the novel’s aesthetic richness and its 

ideological critique of oppressive political systems. 
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Introduction  

Figures of speech especially metaphor and simile play a vital role in literary and 

everyday language by conveying meaning beyond literal interpretation. According to 

the Collins English Dictionary (2006), these devices utilize non-literal expressions to 

enrich textual meaning. Traditionally, metaphor was seen as ornamental, confined to 

poetic or rhetorical discourse. However, the influential theory by Lakoff and Johnson 

(1980) challenged this notion, arguing that metaphors are deeply embedded in 

cognition and essential for conceptualizing abstract ideas. 

This theoretical framework has shaped contemporary stylistic studies, including the 

analysis of literary texts such as Orwell’s Animal Farm. Orwell’s novel is a political 

allegory that critiques authoritarianism and social manipulation, and it employs rich 

figurative language—particularly metaphors and similes—to reinforce these themes. 
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This paper explores how Orwell’s metaphoric and simile-based constructions 

contribute to the novel’s stylistic and ideological depth. 

Methods  

The research employs a qualitative textual analysis method rooted in cognitive 

stylistics. Metaphors and similes were identified in Orwell’s Animal Farm through 

close reading. Each instance was analyzed based on its form (metaphor vs. simile), 

semantic function, emotional resonance, and thematic significance. The theoretical 

foundation for the identification and interpretation of figurative language draws on the 

cognitive linguistic frameworks of Lakoff and Johnson (1980), Kövecses (2002), and 

Leech(1969). 

The data set includes both direct quotations and paraphrased expressions from Animal 

Farm, focusing on passages that employ metaphorical or simile-based comparison to 

reflect narrative development and ideological critique. 

Results  

3.1. Metaphors 

- "The work of the farm went like clockwork": Suggests regularity and automation. 

- "Death-bed": Implies emotional manipulation and mortality. 

- "The cruel knife": Personifies violence. 

- "No argument must lead you astray": Metaphor for reasoning. 

- "The windmill compensated for everything": Symbol of false hope. 

3.2 Similes 

- "Like a stallion": Emphasizes Boxer’s strength. 

- "The earth was like iron": Image of hardness and futility. 

- "Plucked up like a radish": Ironic imagery of destruction. 

- "Worked like slaves": Highlights exploitation and suffering. 

4. Discussion 

The results affirm that Orwell’s use of metaphor and simile is integral to both the 

stylistic composition and ideological critique of Animal Farm. Metaphors function as 
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conceptual tools, enabling abstract political realities such as manipulation, violence, 

and betrayal to be expressed in concrete, emotionally resonant terms. Similes, on the 

other hand, provide vivid comparisons that ground the reader’s understanding of 

suffering, control, and resistance. 

Orwell’s figurative language also serves as a rhetorical mechanism for exposing the 

mechanisms of totalitarian propaganda. The metaphors and similes analyzed in this 

study reveal how Orwell animates inanimate objects (e.g., knives, windmills) or 

abstract concepts (e.g., argument, labor) to dramatize the moral decay of the regime. 

Moreover, the distinction between metaphor and simile is significant for literary 

interpretation and translation studies. Misidentifying or simplifying such expressions 

can diminish the original's stylistic and ideological effect. This is especially relevant in 

bilingual education and comparative literature contexts, where metaphorical 

competence varies across cultures and languages. 

5. Conclusion 

This study demonstrates that metaphors and similes in Animal Farm are more than 

decorative elements; they are fundamental to Orwell’s literary and political vision. 

Through figurative language, Orwell critiques the distortion of truth, the manipulation 

of the masses, and the corruption of revolutionary ideals. The detailed textual analysis 

confirms that these devices enrich narrative clarity, emotional depth, and thematic 

resonance. 

Future research may explore how these stylistic features are preserved or altered in 

translation, or how Orwell’s figurative techniques compare with those in other 

dystopian or allegorical works. 
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