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Abstract

Teaching English vocabulary to young children requires engaging, age-
appropriate methods that foster retention and practical use. The "vocabulary house"
approach, a thematic and visual framework, organizes vocabulary into familiar
contexts, such as rooms in a house, to enhance learning. This study explores effective
strategies and methods for implementing the vocabulary house approach, evaluates
their impact on young learners, and discusses their implications for early language
education.

Introduction

Learning English as a second or foreign language is increasingly vital in a
globalized world, and early childhood is a critical period for language acquisition.
Young children (ages 4-8) have unique cognitive and emotional needs that require
tailored teaching strategies to ensure effective vocabulary acquisition. VVocabulary is
the foundation of language proficiency, enabling communication, reading
comprehension, and writing skills. However, teaching vocabulary to young learners
can be challenging due to their limited attention spans, developing cognitive abilities,
and need for motivation.
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Traditional vocabulary teaching methods, such as rote memorization or
flashcards, often fail to engage young learners or promote long-term retention. In
contrast, contextual and interactive approaches, such as the "vocabulary house,"
provide a structured yet engaging framework. The vocabulary house is a thematic
method where words are grouped by categories (e.g., kitchen, bedroom) and presented
within a familiar context a house. This approach leverages children’s prior knowledge,
visual imagination, and play-based learning tendencies to make vocabulary acquisition
meaningful.

This study aims to identify effective strategies and methods for teaching English
vocabulary to young children using the vocabulary house approach. The research
questions are:

1. What strategies and methods are most effective for implementing the
vocabulary house approach?

2. How does the vocabulary house method impact young learners’ vocabulary
acquisition and engagement?

3. What are the challenges and limitations of this approach, and how can they be
addressed?

Methods

This study employed a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative
observations and quantitative assessments to evaluate the effectiveness of the
vocabulary house method. The study was conducted in a primary school in an urban
setting, involving 30 English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners aged 5—7 years.
Participants were divided into two groups: an experimental group (n=15) taught using
the vocabulary house approach and a control group (n=15) taught using traditional
flashcard-based methods.

Participants

The participants were beginner-level EFL learners with minimal prior exposure
to English. They were selected based on age, language proficiency, and parental
consent. The groups were matched for age, gender, and baseline vocabulary
knowledge, as assessed by a pre-test.

Vocabulary House Approach

The vocabulary house method was designed to teach 50 target words related to
household items, organized into five categories: kitchen, living room, bedroom,
bathroom, and garden. The approach incorporated the following strategies and
methods:

1. Thematic Contextualization: Words were introduced within the context of a
specific room (e.g., "spoon" in the kitchen). A large, colorful poster of a house was
used as a visual aid, with each room labeled and illustrated.
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2. Interactive Storytelling: Teachers created short stories about a family living
in the house, incorporating target vocabulary. For example, “In the kitchen, Mommy
cooks soup with a spoon.”

3. Hands-On Activities : Children participated in role-playing (e.g., pretending
to cook in the kitchen) and sorting games (e.g., matching objects to rooms).

4. Songs and Chants : Vocabulary was reinforced through catchy songs, such
as “In the bedroom, we sleep, sleep, sleep!”

5. Visual and Tactile Aids : Realia (e.g., a toy bed) and flashcards were used
to create multisensory experiences.

6. Collaborative Learning : Group activities, such as building a model house
and labeling rooms, encouraged peer interaction.

The experimental group received 10 weekly lessons (45 minutes each) over three
months. The control group followed a traditional curriculum using flashcards,
repetition, and translation-based activities for the same duration.

Data Collection

1. Pre- and Post- Tests: A vocabulary test assessed recognition (matching words
to pictures) and production (naming objects). Each test included 50 target words.

2. Classroom Observations: Teachers recorded students’ engagement levels,
participation, and use of vocabulary during activities.

3.Parent and Teacher Interviews: Semi-structured interviews explored
perceptions of the method’s effectiveness and challenges.

4.Student Feedback: Informal discussions with children captured their
enjoyment and perceived ease of learning.

Data Analysis

Quantitative data (test scores) were analyzed using paired t-tests to compare pre-
and post-test results within and between groups. Qualitative data (observations,
interviews) were coded thematically to identify recurring patterns related to
engagement, retention, and challenges.

Results

The results demonstrated that the vocabulary house approach significantly
improved vocabulary acquisition and engagement compared to traditional methods.

Quantitative Findings

- Pre- and Post- Test Scores: The experimental group’s mean post-test score
(42.3/50) was significantly higher than the control group’s (36.8/50) (p < 0.05). The
experimental group showed greater improvement in both recognition (90% vs. 78%)
and production (82% vs. 70%).

- Retention: A follow-up test one month later showed that the experimental
group retained 85% of the target words, compared to 72% for the control group.
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Qualitative Findings

- Engagement: Observations indicated higher engagement in the experimental
group, with 93% of students actively participating in storytelling and hands-on
activities compared to 67% in the control group. Children frequently used target words
spontaneously during role-playing.

- Enjoyment : All students in the experimental group reported enjoying the
lessons, particularly the songs and model house activity. In contrast, 40% of the control
group described lessons as “boring.”

- Teacher Feedback: Teachers noted that the vocabulary house method was easy
to implement and adaptable but required more preparation time than traditional
methods.

- Parent Feedback: Parents of the experimental group reported that their children
used English words at home (e.g., “bed,” “table”) more frequently than those in the
control group.

Discussion

The findings suggest that the vocabulary house approach is an effective and
engaging method for teaching English vocabulary to young children. Several factors
contributed to its success:

1. Contextual Learning: By embedding vocabulary in a familiar context (a
house), the method made abstract words more concrete and memorable. This aligns
with Vygotsky’s (1978) theory of scaffolded learning, where prior knowledge supports
new learning.

2. Multisensory Engagement: The combination of visual aids, realia, songs, and
hands-on activities catered to young learners’ developmental needs, supporting
Gardner’s (1983) theory of multiple intelligences.

3. Play-Based Learning: Role-playing and collaborative activities tapped into
children’s natural inclination for play, fostering motivation and reducing anxiety.

4. Social Interaction: Group activities encouraged peer learning, aligning with
sociocultural theories of language acquisition (Lantolf, 2000).

Implications for Practice

The vocabulary house approach can be integrated into EFL curricula for young
learners. Teachers should:

- Use colorful, interactive visuals to create a “house” environment.

- Incorporate storytelling and songs to make lessons memorable.

- Provide opportunities for hands-on and collaborative activities to sustain
engagement.

- Adapt the method to other themes (e.g., school, zoo) to maintain variety.

Limitations and Challenges
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- Time and Resources: Creating materials (e.g., posters, realia) requires
significant preparation, which may be challenging for under-resourced schools.
- Teacher Training: Effective implementation requires training in interactive
and play-based methods.
- Scalability: The method may be less effective for larger classes, where
individualized attention is limited.
- Vocabulary Scope: The approach is best suited for concrete nouns and may
need adaptation for abstract or complex vocabulary.
Future Research
Future studies should explore:
- The long-term impact of the vocabulary house method on reading and speaking
skills.
- Its effectiveness with diverse age groups or proficiency levels.
- Strategies to reduce preparation time and make the method more accessible.
Conclusion
The vocabulary house approach is a highly effective method for teaching English
vocabulary to young children, promoting both acquisition and engagement. By
leveraging contextual, multisensory, and play-based strategies, it addresses the unique
needs of young learners. While challenges such as preparation time and scalability
exist, these can be mitigated through teacher training and resource-sharing. This study
underscores the value of innovative, child-centered approaches in early language
education and provides a foundation for further exploration.
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