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Annotation 

This scientific work is devoted to the study of the geographical position and 

natural resources of Great Britain. Located in the northwestern part of Europe, Great 

Britain has a strategic maritime position near major sea routes, which has significantly 

influenced its historical, economic, and political development. The country's varied 

topography—including mountains and lowlands—and its temperate maritime climate 

have provided favorable conditions for the development of agriculture and industry. 

 

The geographical features of a country play a crucial role in shaping its history, 

economy, and position in the world. Great Britain, an island nation located off the 

northwest coast of mainland Europe, is one of the best examples of how geography and 

natural resources can influence a country's development. Its strategic location, 

surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea, has made it a dominant maritime 

power throughout history. The objective of this paper is to explore how Great Britain’s 

geographical location and abundant natural resources have affected its economic and 

geopolitical status both in the past and present. 

Great Britain is the largest island in the British Isles and includes the countries 

of England, Scotland, and Wales. It lies to the northwest of continental Europe and is 

separated from it by the English Channel. The island is surrounded by the Atlantic 

Ocean, the North Sea, and the Irish Sea, giving it a strong advantage in trade and naval 

activities. The topography of Great Britain varies significantly, with highlands in the 

north and west (such as the Scottish Highlands and the Cambrian Mountains in Wales) 

and lowlands in the south and east. This variation affects population distribution, 

agriculture, and urban development. The country also benefits from a temperate 

maritime climate, which supports a wide range of agricultural and economic activities 

year-round. Great Britain possesses a wide range of natural resources, which have been 

central to its development:  
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Coal and Iron Ore: These were the foundation of the Industrial Revolution in the 

18th and 19th centuries. Coal powered factories, railways, and ships, while iron ore 

was essential for construction and machinery. 

North Sea Oil and Natural Gas: Discovered in the 20th century, these resources 

are vital to the UK's modern energy supply and export economy. Offshore drilling 

platforms extract oil and gas that contribute significantly to national revenue. 

Agricultural Land: Fertile soil in lowland areas supports the cultivation of crops 

and livestock farming. 

Other Resources: Limestone, clay, and freshwater are used in construction and 

everyday needs. 

These resources not only provided the materials for industrial and economic 

growth but also gave Britain an edge in global competition during the colonial and 

post-colonial eras. 

In conclusion, Great Britain's geographical location and natural resource wealth 

have greatly contributed to its historical success and modern economic stability. The 

island’s access to international waters enabled it to build a vast empire and control 

major trade routes. Its rich deposits of coal, iron, oil, and gas supported rapid 

industrialization and energy independence. Today, while the importance of some 

traditional resources like coal has declined, Britain continues to benefit from its 

geography and natural assets. Understanding these factors is key to appreciating the 

country's past influence and its future potential.  
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