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Annotatsiya. Ushbu maqola O‘zbekiston va Janubiy Koreya o‘rtasidagi ta’lim 

sohasidagi hamkorlikni tahlil qiladi. IMRAD uslubida yozilgan maqolada ikki davlat 

o‘rtasidagi ta’limiy aloqalarning rivojlanish yo‘nalishlari, erishilgan natijalar, mavjud 

muammolar va kelajak uchun tavsiyalar ko‘rib chiqiladi. Xususan, koreys oliy ta’lim 

muassasalarining O‘zbekistondagi faoliyati, grant dasturlari, madaniy almashinuv va 

ilmiy-innovatsion hamkorlikning ahamiyati yoritiladi.  

Kalit so‘zlar. O‘zbekiston, Janubiy Koreya, ta’lim sohasidagi hamkorlik, oliy 

ta’lim, xalqaro hamkorlik, grant dasturlari, madaniy almashinuv, ilmiy hamkorlik. 
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Аннотация. В данной статье проводится анализ сотрудничества между 

Узбекистаном и Южной Кореей в сфере образования. Статья написана в формате 

IMRAD и рассматривает направления развития, достигнутые результаты, 

существующие проблемы и рекомендации на будущее. Особое внимание 

уделяется деятельности корейских вузов в Узбекистане, программам грантов, 

культурному обмену и научно-инновационному сотрудничеству.  

Ключевые слова. Узбекистан, Южная Корея, сотрудничество в области 

образования, высшее образование, международное сотрудничество, грантовые 

программы, культурный обмен, научное сотрудничество. 

 

In the 21st century, international cooperation—especially in the field of 

education—has become a crucial element of strategic relations between countries. 

In the context of global integration and the knowledge economy, the quality and 

modernization of education systems are considered among the main factors 

determining a nation’s competitiveness. From this perspective, the growing 

cooperation between the Republic of Uzbekistan and the Republic of Korea in the field 

of education holds a special place within the broader framework of political, economic, 

and cultural relations between the two countries. 

Since gaining independence, Uzbekistan has paid special attention to developing 

partnerships with foreign countries in the education sector. In particular, its relationship 

with South Korea—built on deep historical, cultural, and civilizational ties as well as 

mutual respect and shared interests—has continued to strengthen. The shared need for 

modern education, a mutual drive to implement innovative technologies, and policies 

focused on enhancing human capital have turned this cooperation into a stable and 

long-term direction. 
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In recent years, Uzbekistan has prioritized comprehensive reforms in the 

education system—updating content and methods, introducing modern technologies, 

improving teacher qualifications, and aligning with international standards. In this 

regard, joint programs with South Korea—especially in higher education, vocational 

training, technical education, and scientific research—have proven effective. Projects 

implemented in cooperation with KOICA (Korea International Cooperation Agency), 

KDI (Korea Development Institute), and various Korean universities have significantly 

contributed to the modernization of the education sector. 

This article analyzes the historical foundation, current status, implemented 

programs, challenges, prospects, and outcomes of this cooperation. The goal of the 

research is to scientifically examine the real state of educational cooperation between 

Uzbekistan and South Korea, to analyze its achievements and shortcomings, and to 

identify future opportunities. The article is structured according to the IMRAD format, 

including methodological foundations, practical results, analytical conclusions, and 

scientific recommendations. 

Methodology 

This scientific article is aimed at studying and analyzing the current state of 

educational cooperation between Uzbekistan and South Korea. It is based on 

qualitative research methods, and the following methodological approaches were used 

in the research process: 

 Analytical approach: Documents, international agreements, state programs, 

government decisions, and data published by Korean cooperation agencies (such as 

KOICA, KDI, NIIED, etc.) were studied and analyzed. Open information from the 

Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Innovation of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 

the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Korea, and leading universities also served 

as a basis. 

 Statistical analysis: Data on educational exchanges between Uzbekistan and 

South Korea, the number of students, grants, and joint projects were collected from 

official sources and analyzed in graphical form. This approach helped objectively 

illustrate the scale of cooperation between the two countries. 

 Qualitative interview method: In-depth interviews were conducted with students 

and professionals studying in Uzbekistan and South Korea. Their personal experiences, 

views on joint programs, and encountered challenges were explored. These interviews 

helped shed light on students’ adaptation, education quality, and the degree of 

intercultural integration. 

 Comparative analysis: Key elements of the education systems of Uzbekistan and 

South Korea—including curricula, management mechanisms, technological 

integration, teacher training standards, and scientific research activities—were 
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compared. This approach served as a foundation for identifying both the opportunities 

and shortcomings in bilateral cooperation. 

Document Analysis and Content Analysis. A wide range of official 

publications, conference materials, intergovernmental memorandums, announcements 

on university websites, and media interviews were examined based on content analysis. 

Special attention was given to the content of agreements signed in the field of 

education. 

These methodological approaches ensured the scientific validity, analytical depth, 

and reliability of the article in reflecting the actual situation. Each result is supported 

by appropriate sources and evidence, serving not only theoretical purposes but also 

contributing to the development of practical recommendations. 

The cooperation between Uzbekistan and South Korea in the field of 

education began after the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two 

countries in 1992.  

In the early years, South Korea launched technical assistance programs to support 

Uzbekistan. In 1995, KOICA (Korea International Cooperation Agency) began its 

activities in Uzbekistan and quickly implemented programs in teacher training, 

professional development, and the provision of technical equipment. The first projects 

initiated by KOICA included vocational schools, computer laboratories, and English 

language centers. 

By the 2000s, cooperation had expanded, and direct relationships between higher 

education institutions were established. Institutions such as Inha University in 

Tashkent (opened in 2014), branches of the Sejong Institute, Korean Education 

Centers, and the Korea-Uzbekistan Information Access Center played an important 

role in this direction. 

In particular, Inha University in Tashkent (IUT) is a higher education institution 

opened through direct investment from the Republic of Korea and is considered one of 

the most successful examples of international university partnerships in Uzbekistan. 

As of today, cooperation in higher education between Uzbekistan and South 

Korea is being carried out in the following main directions: 

 Joint universities and branches: Institutions such as Inha University in 

Tashkent, Yeoju Technical Institute in Tashkent, and Ajou University in Tashkent have 

introduced Korean education standards into Uzbekistan. These institutions provide 

education in IT, engineering, management, economics, and international relations. 

 Student exchange: Every year, dozens of Uzbek students study at Korean 

universities on scholarship or contract basis. Through the Global Korea Scholarship 

(GKS) program managed by NIIED (National Institute for International Education), 

many young Uzbeks have the opportunity to study for undergraduate, master’s, and 

doctoral degrees at Korean universities. 
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 Teacher training: KOICA and other organizations offer short-term courses, 

training programs, and certification sessions in South Korea for Uzbek teachers. These 

initiatives help improve the quality of education, pedagogical approaches, and the 

degree of technological integration. 

 Joint research projects and grants: Cooperation is also growing in the field of 

scientific research between universities in Uzbekistan and South Korea. Joint grants 

have been won and articles published in areas such as IT, medicine, energy, artificial 

intelligence, and environmental science. 

Over the past 10 years, educational cooperation between Uzbekistan and 

South Korea has intensified significantly. 

The following statistical indicators reflect the scale of this process: 

Analysis of Documents and Content. A large number of official publications, 

conference materials, intergovernmental memorandums, announcements on the 

websites of higher education institutions, and media interviews were reviewed using 

content analysis methods. Special attention was paid to the substance of agreements 

signed in the field of education. 

These methodological approaches ensured the scientific validity of the article, 

analytical depth, and reliability in reflecting the real situation. Each result is based on 

relevant sources and evidence, serving not only theoretical purposes but also the 

development of practical recommendations. 

Development of Educational Cooperation. 

Educational cooperation between Uzbekistan and South Korea began after the 

establishment of diplomatic relations in 1992. In the early years, Korea supported 

Uzbekistan through technical assistance programs. In 1995, the Korea International 

Cooperation Agency (KOICA) began operating in Uzbekistan and quickly 

implemented programs for teacher training, professional development, and technical 

equipment support. Early KOICA projects included vocational schools, computer labs, 

and English language centers. 

By the 2000s, cooperation expanded to direct links between higher education 

institutions. Institutions such as Inha University in Tashkent (established in 2014), 

Sejong Institute branches, Korean Education Centers, and the Korea-Uzbekistan 

Information Access Center played significant roles in this process.[1] In particular, 

Inha University in Tashkent (IUT), established through direct Korean investment, is 

considered one of the most successful examples of foreign-university cooperation in 

Uzbekistan. 

As of Today, Educational Cooperation is Conducted in the Following Main 

Areas: 

Joint universities and branches: Korean education standards have been 

introduced in Uzbekistan through institutions such as Inha University in Tashkent, 
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Yeoju Technical Institute in Tashkent, and Ajou University in Tashkent. These 

institutions provide education in fields such as IT, engineering, management, 

economics, and international relations. 

Student exchange programs: Each year, dozens of Uzbek students study at 

Korean universities on scholarships or through bilateral agreements. Many participate 

in the Global Korea Scholarship (GKS) program administered by the National Institute 

for International Education (NIIED), covering undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral 

levels.[2] 

Teacher training: KOICA and other organizations have established short-term 

training courses, certification programs, and workshops in Korea for Uzbek teachers. 

These help improve teaching quality, pedagogical approaches, and technological 

integration. 

Joint scientific projects and grants: Cooperation in scientific research is 

strengthening between universities of both countries. More than 100 joint scientific 

articles have been published in international journals (Scopus, Web of Science) 

between 2018 and 2023, in fields such as IT, medicine, energy, artificial intelligence, 

and environmental science. 

Key Statistics Illustrating the Scale of Cooperation: 

Number of Korean university branches operating in Uzbekistan: As of 2024, 

there are 3 Korean higher education institution branches in Uzbekistan: Inha University 

in Tashkent (IUT), Ajou University in Tashkent (AUT), and Yeoju Technical Institute 

in Tashkent (YTIT). 

Number of Uzbek students studying in Korea: From 300 students in 2015, the 

number surpassed 1,200 in 2023. Most study through the GKS program or inter-

university scholarships. 

GKS grants: Each year, approximately 30–50 Uzbek students are awarded GKS 

grants. The scholarship covers tuition, accommodation, insurance, airfare, and a 

monthly stipend. 

KOICA projects: Between 1995 and 2023, KOICA implemented 45 education 

projects in Uzbekistan, including training centers, vocational schools, digital libraries, 

and teacher development centers. 

Joint scientific publications: Over 100 joint publications by Uzbek and Korean 

scholars were published in indexed journals between 2018 and 2023, primarily in IT, 

energy, AI, medicine, and ecology. 

Infrastructure and Technological Support: 

Digital Learning Center (DLC): Established in Tashkent, the center includes 

computer classrooms, internet-connected modern lecture halls, and systems for online 

education management. 
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Korean language teaching centers: Sejong Institutes operate in Tashkent, 

Samarkand, Andijan, Bukhara, and Urgench. More than 7,000 students were registered 

at Sejong Institutes in Uzbekistan by the end of 2023. 

IT cooperation: Several IT laboratories, digital libraries, and e-learning 

platforms have been established with the support of Inha University, Ajou University, 

and KOICA.[3] 

Major Achievements. Localization of the Korean education system: Korean 

education methods such as interactive learning, practical focus, and student-centered 

approaches have been widely adopted. As a result, graduates of these universities are 

becoming competitive in the international labor market. 

Technological transformation in Uzbekistan’s education system: Learning 

technologies, e-management systems, distance learning platforms, and multimedia 

tools introduced by KOICA and KDI significantly improved overall education quality, 

especially during the pandemic. 

Enhanced scientific and innovation cooperation: Collaborative research and 

training in Korean scientific centers increased academic output. For instance, several 

Uzbek students at Inha University developed AI-based medical diagnostic tools.[4] 

Challenges and Issues. Language barriers: Courses are conducted in English 

or Korean, which makes initial adaptation difficult for Uzbek students. 

Cultural differences: Strict discipline and hierarchical structures in Korean 

society can be challenging for some Uzbek students. Limited scholarships: The GKS 

program is still limited in scale, with only 30–50 students benefiting annually. Cultural 

and Ethical Integration. Cooperation in education also promotes mutual 

understanding and cultural integration. Events such as Korean Culture Days, language 

and cultural classes at Sejong Institutes, and volunteer programs strengthen people-to-

people ties. Students gain global citizenship awareness and develop values such as 

openness, tolerance, and intercultural sensitivity.[5] 

A Unique Model in the Post-Soviet Space. This partnership represents a unique 

model not based solely on a donor-recipient dynamic but grounded in mutual benefit, 

equality, and long-term development. Uzbekistan seeks to improve its education 

system, while South Korea pursues its “soft power” strategy to expand global 

influence. Korean education’s technological and innovative components align 

perfectly with Uzbekistan’s developmental needs, while Korea benefits from 

Uzbekistan’s young, ambitious population.[6] 

Institutions such as Inha, Ajou, and Yeoju Universities are not just educational 

centers but are becoming hubs for training leading professionals in IT, engineering, 

and management. Many graduates work in international IT firms, including in Korea 

itself, showcasing a successful model of preparing globally employable specialists.[7] 
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Cultural Integration and Global Citizenship. Student exchanges and Korean 

language learning have deepened mutual understanding and helped instill secularism, 

openness, and tolerance among youth. However, language limitations, restricted 

scholarship access, and cultural adaptation difficulties remain key challenges. It is 

essential to expand the number of Sejong Institutes and train more Korean language 

teachers. 

Scientific and Innovation Cooperation as a Future Priority: 

Establishing joint scientific centers integrated with Korean technoparks and research 

labs—especially in AI, bio-pharmaceuticals, and renewable energy—holds great 

promise. Incorporating Korean expertise into projects like “New Tashkent” is also 

highly prospective.[8] 

Recommendations for Strengthening Cooperation: 

 Double the number of GKS scholarships; 

 Introduce cultural adaptation and mentorship programs for Uzbek students in 

Korea; 

 Establish joint laboratories and startup incubators; 

 Open Korean-language schools and colleges in Uzbekistan; 

 Launch Uzbekistan history and culture courses in Korean universities to promote 

mutual cultural exchange. 

Conclusion 

In recent years, educational cooperation between the Republic of Uzbekistan and the 

Republic of Korea has developed steadily and has become a successful model of 

international collaboration based on mutual trust, shared interests, and strategic vision. 

The analysis presented in this article shows that educational ties between the two 

countries are deepening not only in quantity but also in quality.[9] 

The Republic of Korea has become a key partner in establishing modern higher 

education institutions in Uzbekistan, digitizing curricula, training internationally 

qualified specialists, and expanding scientific and technical cooperation. In particular, 

institutions such as Inha, Ajou, and Yeoju universities are contributing to Uzbekistan's 

innovative development by promoting technological knowledge. Programs 

implemented through KOICA, GKS, the Sejong Institute, and other organizations have 

supported not only academic learning but also cultural integration, the development of 

global citizenship, and the fostering of ethical values.[10] 

However, some systemic challenges persist in this partnership: limited number of 

scholarships, language and cultural barriers, partial non-recognition of diplomas, and 

restricted access to scientific resources — these are issues that need to be addressed for 

a more inclusive cooperation process. 

Therefore, it is necessary to focus on the following priority areas in the future: 
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 Expanding the number and diversity of Korean higher education institutions in 

Uzbekistan; 

 Ensuring equal access to Korean language learning opportunities across all 

regions of Uzbekistan; 

 Establishing joint scientific research centers and innovation incubators; 

 Launching support programs for Uzbek students studying in Korea; 

 Further strengthening cultural diplomacy on a bilateral basis. 

These recommendations will help elevate the educational partnership between 

Uzbekistan and South Korea to a strategic level. This, in turn, will contribute to the 

long-term development goals of both countries, provide the younger generation with 

modern knowledge, and support the training of competitive professionals for the global 

labor market. 
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