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Abstract: This article explores the effectiveness of Project-Based Learning
(PBL) in enhancing English writing skills among secondary school students. Through
collaborative tasks, real-world projects, and reflective writing, PBL provides
meaningful contexts for students to develop writing fluency, creativity, and critical
thinking. The study outlines the implementation process, observed improvements, and
pedagogical implications for English language teaching.
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Introduction:

In recent years, English writing instruction has shifted from teacher-centered
methods to more student-centered, interactive approaches. One of the most promising
strategies is Project-Based Learning (PBL), which encourages learners to engage in
real-world tasks while practicing language skills. Writing, often considered one of the
most challenging aspects of language acquisition, particularly benefits from PBL’s
integrative and communicative nature. This paper aims to investigate how PBL can
support the development of writing skills in English as a Foreign Language (EFL)
classrooms.

In today’s dynamic and communication-driven world, the ability to write
effectively in English is a fundamental skill for students, especially in English as a
Foreign Language (EFL) contexts. However, traditional grammar-focused and test-
oriented writing instruction often fails to engage learners or foster creativity. Project-
Based Learning (PBL) has emerged as a powerful approach that integrates language
learning with meaningful, real-world tasks. By engaging students in collaborative
projects, PBL not only improves their language proficiency but also develops critical
thinking, problem-solving, and teamwork skills. This study examines the role of PBL
in developing English writing skills among secondary school students, exploring its
practical benefits, challenges, and pedagogical implications

Methods:
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The study was conducted in a secondary school with 45 intermediate-level EFL
students divided into control and experimental groups. Over 8 weeks, the experimental
group engaged in project-based activities such as:

« Writing blogs and personal narratives
« Developing brochures and infographics
« Group research reports and storytelling projects
Pre- and post-tests assessed students’ writing abilities in terms of grammar,
coherence, vocabulary usage, and creativity. Additionally, teacher observations and
student feedback were collected.
Results:

The findings indicated a significant improvement in the writing performance of
the experimental group:

« Grammar Accuracy: 75% of students reduced their error rates compared to
pre-tests.

« Vocabulary Development: Students used more diverse and topic-specific
vocabulary.

. Creativity and Organization: Project work encouraged logical structure and
original ideas.

« Motivation: Learners expressed more enthusiasm for writing tasks linked to
real-life topics.

. Peer Feedback: Regular group work improved editing and collaborative
writing.

Discussion:

Project-Based Learning enhanced writing skills by providing students with
authentic contexts to express themselves. Unlike traditional assignments, PBL allowed
students to take ownership of their learning, work collaboratively, and apply English
in meaningful ways. The iterative nature of project work—planning, drafting, revising,
and presenting—mirrored real-world writing processes and fostered critical thinking.

Challenges included time constraints and the need for teacher guidance in
managing group dynamics. However, these were outweighed by the benefits of deeper
engagement and improved writing quality.

Conclusion:

PBL is an effective method for developing English writing skills in EFL learners.
It not only improves linguistic competencies but also fosters 21st-century skills such
as collaboration, creativity, and problem-solving. For successful implementation,
teachers should receive training in PBL design and ensure alignment with curriculum
goals. Integrating project-based strategies in writing instruction can transform the
learning experience and empower students to become confident writers.
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Project-Based Learning proves to be an effective and engaging method for
enhancing English writing skills in secondary education. Through authentic, student-
centered tasks, learners develop a stronger grasp of grammar, vocabulary, structure,
and creativity. PBL creates a positive learning environment where students feel more
motivated and invested in their writing. It also encourages self-expression,
collaboration, and independent learning—skills that extend beyond the language
classroom. For maximum effectiveness, educators should be trained in designing and
facilitating projects, and curricula should support the flexibility that PBL requires.
Ultimately, integrating PBL into English writing instruction equips students with the
communication competencies needed for academic and real-world success.
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