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Annotation: This paper examines the role of podcasting as an innovative 
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podcasts, as flexible and accessible audio materials, contribute to improving 
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discusses the educational value of podcasting, its cognitive and linguistic benefits 

for young learners, and strategies for effective integration into modern language 

teaching. Additionally, potential challenges such as digital accessibility and 

attention management are analyzed, followed by practical recommendations for 

educators and parents. The study concludes that podcasting can significantly enrich 

language learning environments by promoting motivation, autonomy, and authentic 

communication practice among children. 

Keywords: Podcasting, second language acquisition, children’s language 

learning, digital learning tools, listening comprehension, pronunciation, language 

education. 

Introduction 

In recent years, podcasting has emerged as an innovative and flexible medium for 

education, particularly in the field of language learning. As digital technology 

continues to reshape the way children engage with information, podcasts offer a 

unique opportunity to promote second language acquisition in an engaging, 

accessible, and learner-centered way. The audio-based nature of podcasts supports 

the development of listening comprehension, pronunciation, and vocabulary—skills 

that are essential for mastering a new language. This paper explores how podcasting 

can effectively enhance children’s second language learning by analyzing its 
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educational potential, cognitive impact, and practical application in modern 

pedagogy. 

1. The Educational Value of Podcasting 

Podcasting combines the benefits of technology with the principles of 

language immersion. Unlike traditional classroom materials that may be limited in 

variety or authenticity, podcasts provide real-life, contextual language input from 

native speakers. This exposure helps children internalize natural speech patterns, 

intonation, and rhythm—elements that are often difficult to teach through textbooks 

alone (Hasan & Hoon, 2013). 

Educational podcasts designed for children, such as Stories for Kids in 

English or Fun Kids English, integrate storytelling, songs, and interactive elements 

that sustain attention and make learning enjoyable. These podcasts not only 

strengthen listening skills but also reinforce vocabulary acquisition and grammatical 

awareness through repetition and contextual clues (McBride, 2021). Moreover, 

since podcasts can be accessed anytime and anywhere, they promote autonomous 

learning—an essential component in developing lifelong language skills (Stanley, 

2017). 

2. Cognitive and Linguistic Benefits for Children 

From a cognitive perspective, podcasting stimulates auditory processing and 

memory retention. Children learn to associate sounds with meaning, enhancing their 

phonological awareness, which is crucial in second language development. 

Listening to podcasts also encourages active engagement, as learners must decode 

and interpret spoken language without relying on visual aids (King & Gura, 2007). 

This process strengthens comprehension and fosters critical thinking skills. 

Furthermore, podcasts cater to multiple learning styles. Auditory learners, 

in particular, benefit from repeated exposure to sounds and intonation. For 

kinesthetic learners, teachers can integrate movement or tasks alongside podcast 

activities, such as drawing scenes from a story or acting out dialogues. This 

multimodal approach supports deeper understanding and helps bridge the gap 

between passive listening and active language use (Rahimi & Katal, 2012). 
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3. Integrating Podcasts into Language Education 

The successful use of podcasts in children’s language education depends on 

thoughtful integration into the curriculum. Teachers can use podcasts as pre-

listening, while-listening, or post-listening tasks. For example, before listening, 

students can predict the topic or vocabulary. During listening, they can complete 

comprehension tasks or identify key expressions. After listening, they can discuss 

the content, summarize it, or record their own short podcasts as a creative language 

production exercise (Stanley, 2017). 

Creating student-produced podcasts is especially powerful. When children 

record their own podcasts—such as mini interviews, storytelling, or news reports—

they practice speaking, pronunciation, and organizing ideas in the target language. 

This activity not only boosts confidence but also encourages collaboration, 

creativity, and ownership of learning. 

Parents and educators can also use podcasts beyond the classroom. Listening 

together at home promotes language exposure in natural contexts, strengthening the 

connection between formal instruction and everyday communication (McBride, 

2021). 

4. Challenges and Recommendations 

Despite its advantages, podcast-based learning is not without challenges. 

Some children may struggle with attention span or comprehension if the content is 

not age-appropriate. Therefore, teachers should carefully select materials with clear 

speech, relevant vocabulary, and engaging topics. Additionally, unequal access to 

digital devices or internet connectivity may limit podcast use in some regions. 

Schools and policymakers should work to provide equitable access and digital 

literacy training for both teachers and students (Hasan & Hoon, 2013). 

To maximize effectiveness, podcasts should complement—not replace—

other language learning methods. A balanced approach that combines listening with 

speaking, reading, and writing activities ensures comprehensive linguistic 

development (Rahimi & Katal, 2012). 

Conclusion 

http://www.pedagoglar.uz/


 Ta'limning zamonaviy transformatsiyasi 

www.tadqiqotlar.uz            24-to’plam 2-son Oktabr 2025 

131 

Podcasting represents a dynamic and inclusive tool for enhancing children’s 

second language learning. Through authentic listening experiences, podcasts expose 

learners to real-world language use, improve pronunciation and comprehension, and 

foster independent learning habits. When 

integrated thoughtfully into the curriculum, they can transform language 

education into a more engaging, interactive, and accessible experience. As 

education continues to evolve in the digital era, podcasting stands out as an 

innovative and effective medium to nurture multilingual competence in the next 

generation of learners. 
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