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       Abstract:  This study explores the role of imagination and metaphor in 

the poetry of William Wordsworth and John Keats, two famous figures of English 

Romanticism. Keat and Wordsworth had a great and a rich poetry world as other 

poets, but it was a little bit different. Because they could see the beauty of everything, 

then they described them in their works. As for Wordsworth, his poetry presents 

imagination as a moral and spiritual force closely connected to nature, where 

natural imagery functions as metaphorical guidance for human growth and 

emotional stability. In contrast, Keat’s emphasizes sensuous imagination and rich 

symbolism, using metaphor to explore beauty , transience, and the tension between 

reality and ideal experience. By describing metaphor and imagination in  selected 

poems,  this paper highlights how these two things are important in Romanticism. 

      Key words: Romanticism, metaphor, imagination, nature, sensuous 

imagery.  

 

      Introduction  

      In English literature, Romantic period began roughly around 1798 and 

lasted 1837. The political and economic atmosphere at the time heavily influenced 

this period, with many writers finding inspiration from French Revolution. In 

Romanticism, imagination became the defining characteristic. It could allow writers 

to transcend ordinary perception and explore deeper truths about human existence 
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and nature. Among the major Romantic poets, William Wordsworth and John Keats 

offer two distinct yet influential approaches to metaphor and imagination.  

    Literature Review 

  In Romantic literature, the matter of Imagination and Metaphor  is one of  

the central topics on scientific researches. Explorers, especially William 

Wordsworth and John Keats emphasized imagination is the most crucial implement 

in belles-letters. More specialists in literature gave their own opinion about that 

theory.  

    Several critics focus on Wordsworth’s understanding of imagination as a 

moral and spiritual force. M. H. Abrams argues that Wordsworth uses imagination 

to transform nature into a source of ethical guidance and emotional healing. 

According to Abrams, natural imagery in Wordsworth’s poetry functions 

metaphorically, helping the poet connect external landscapes with inner states of 

mind. Similarly, Geoffrey Hartman highlights the role of memory in Wordsworth’s 

imaginative process , suggesting the imagination allows past experiences of nature 

to gain deeper meaning through reflection. These studies present Wordsworth’s 

imagination as restorative and harmonious.  

     In contrast, critical discussions of John Keats’s poetry often emphasize 

sensuous imagery and symbolic metaphor. Walter Jackson Bate describes Keats’s 

imagination as intensely aesthetic, grounded in sensory experience rather  moral 

instruction. Scholars note that Keats frequently uses metaphor to explore the tension 

between beauty and transience, particularly in his odes. Helen Vendler’s analysis of 

,, Ode on a Grecian Urn’’ demonstrates how Keats’s metaphors create a complex 

relationship between performance and human desire, highlighting emotional 

ambiguity rather than resolution.  

   Comparative studies suggest that while both poets rely heavily on 

imagination and metaphor , their purposes differ significantly. Wordsworth’s 

metaphors tend to promote harmony between humanity and nature, whereas Keats’s 

metaphors emphasizes aesthetic intensity and existential tension. Existing 

scholarship therefore provides a strong foundation for examining the role of 
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imagination and metaphor in Romantic poetry. However, this study seeks to build 

upon previous research by offering a comparative analysis that highlights how 

imagination functions both as a moral force in Wordswoth’s poetry and as a 

aesthetic strategy in Keats’s work. 

   Method  

   This study employs a qualitative literary analysis to examine the use of 

imagination and metaphor in the poetry of William Wordsworth and John Keats. 

The research is based on close textual reading of selected poems, including 

Wordsworth’s  ,,Tintern Abbey’’, and Keats’s ,,Ode to a Nightingale’’ and  ,,Ode 

on a Grecian’’. These poems were chosen because they clearly represent each poet’s 

characteristic use of imagination and metaphor.  

   In addition to primary texts, the study draws on secondary source article 

by established literary critics. The analysis follows a comparative approach, 

examining similarities and differences in how imagination functions in each poet’s 

work. Rather than using quantitative data, the research focuses on thematic 

interpretation, symbolic meaning, and critical perspectives to support its arguments. 

   Results 

   The analysis revels that imagination and metaphor serve different but 

equally significant functions in the poetry of Wordsworth and Keats. In 

Wordsworth’s poetry, imagination is closely linked to nature and memory, and 

metaphors often convey moral growth, emotional healing, and spiritual harmony. 

Natural imagery consistently functions as a metaphor for inner stability and ethical  

reflection. 

   In contrast, Keats’s poetry demonstrates a sensuous and aesthetic use of 

imagination. His metaphors emphasize beauty, impermanence, and the tension 

between the ideal and the real. Rather than offering moral resolution, Keats’s 

imaginative metaphors highlight emotional intensity and ambiguity. The results 

show that while both poets rely heavily on imagination, their poetic purposes differ 

substantially. 
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  ,,  I wandered lonely as a cloud  

       That floats on high o’er vales and hills.’’ 

                                Wordsworth ( from  ,, I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud’’) 

In this piece of poem, Wordsworth uses simile.   He imitates himself to ,, 

cloud’’ , and it means human emphasizes with nature. Cloud - metaphoric  image, 

it expresses freedom, spiritual  height and loneliness. In there, imagination can 

transform the real life to moral experience. The imagination is bond between nature 

and human feelings for Wordsworth. 

     ,, Away! Away! for I will fly to thee, 

       Not charioted by Bacchus and his pards, 

       But on the viewless wings of Poesy.’’ 

                                                       Keats ( from ,, Ode to a Nightingale’’)  

In this passage, Keats uses imagination as a means of escape. The phrase ,, 

viewless wings of Poesy’’ is a powerful metaphor shows that Keats views 

imagination as an aesthetic force that temporarily frees the human mind from real 

suffering. Here, imagination is not a process of harmonizing with nature, but rather 

a flight toward an ideal and beautiful realm.  

    Discussion  

    The findings of this study support existing Romantic criticism that views 

imagination as a defining feature of Romantic poetry. Wordsworth’s use of 

imagination aligns with critical interpretations that emphasize nature as a moral and 

spiritual guide. His metaphors promote harmony between the human mind and the 

natural world, reinforcing Romantic ideals of balance and emotional restoration.  

    Keats’s approach, however, reflects a more complex and uncertain vision 

of imagination. His metaphors resist fixed meanings and embrace contradiction, 

which aligns with his concept of negative capability. This difference suggests that 

Romantic imagination is not a single, unified concept but a flexible poetic force 

capable of expressing both harmony and tension. By comparing the two poets, this 

study demonstrates how imagination can aesthetic strategy within the same literary 

movements.  
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 Conclusion  

     To sum up, this study demonstrates that imagination and metaphor play 

central yet distinct roles in the poetry of William Wordsworth and John Keats. 

Wordsworth employs imagination as a moral and spiritual faculty that transforms 

nature into a source of guidance and emotional stability. Keats, on the other hand, 

uses sensuous imagination and symbolic metaphor to explore beauty, mortality and 

emotional uncertainty. Through a comparative analysis, the study highlights the 

diversity of Romantic imagination and confirms its importance as a powerful tool 

for understanding human experience. These findings contribute to a deeper 

appreciation of how Romantic poets use imagination to redefine  the purpose and 

meaning of poetry. 
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