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WORD FORMATION IN MODERN ENGLISH 

 

Andijon davlat chet tillari instituti 

Ingliz filologiyasi, o’qitish metodikasi va tarjimashunoslik fakulteti 

Tarjima nazariyasi va amaliyoti yo’nalishi 301-guruh talabasi 

Kozimova Shaxnoza 

Gid hamrohligi, madaniyatlararo muloqot va tarjimashunoslik kafedrasi 

o’qituvchisi 

Ilmiy rahbar    B. Umaraliyeva 

 

Annotatsiya: So‘z yasalishi zamonaviy ingliz tilining rivojlanishida muhim 

o‘rin tutadi. Ushbu maqolada so‘z yasalishining asosiy usullari, jumladan, 

derivatsiya, kompozitsiya, konversiya, qisqartmalar, blending va o‘zlashma so‘zlar 

tahlil qilinadi. Shuningdek, texnologik taraqqiyot, globallashuv va ijtimoiy 

tarmoqlarning yangi so‘zlar paydo bo‘lishiga ta’siri ko‘rib chiqiladi. Misollar 

asosida bu jarayonlarning samaradorligi yoritiladi. Tadqiqot natijalari shuni 

ko‘rsatadiki, so‘z yasalishi ingliz tilining doimiy rivojlanishi va 

moslashuvchanligini ta’minlaydi. 

Kalit so‘zlar: so‘z yasalishi, derivatsiya, kompozitsiya, konversiya, 

blending, qisqartmalar, zamonaviy ingliz tili 

 

Аннотация: Словообразование играет важную роль в развитии 

современного английского языка. В данной работе рассматриваются 

основные способы словообразования, такие как деривация, словосложение, 

конверсия, сокращения, блендинг и заимствования. Особое внимание 

уделяется влиянию технологического прогресса, глобализации и социальных 

сетей на появление новых слов. На основе примеров анализируется 

продуктивность данных процессов. Результаты исследования показывают, 

что словообразование обеспечивает постоянное развитие и гибкость 

английского языка. 
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Abstract : Word formation plays a crucial role in the development of modern 

English. This paper examines the main processes of word formation, including 

derivation, compounding, conversion, abbreviation, blending, and borrowing. It 

also analyzes the influence of technological progress, globalization, and social 

media on the emergence of new words. The effectiveness of these processes is 

illustrated through relevant examples. The findings show that word formation 

ensures the continuous development and flexibility of the English language. 

Keywords: word formation, derivation, compounding, conversion, blending, 

abbreviation, modern English 

 

Language is a constantly evolving system that adapts to the changing needs 

of its speakers. One of the most important mechanisms behind this evolution is word 

formation, which enables languages to expand their vocabularies and describe new 

realities. In modern English, this process is especially significant due to rapid 

technological development, globalization, and cultural exchange. 

For example, many new words have appeared as a result of technological 

progress and social media. Words such as “selfie,” “hashtag,” and “google” 

illustrate how everyday communication creates and popularizes new vocabulary. In 

addition, compounding produces words like “smartphone” and “laptop,” while 

blending results in forms such as “brunch” (breakfast + lunch) and “smog” (smoke 

+ fog). These examples show that word formation is not only systematic but also 

creative. 

In my opinion, word formation reflects how people think and communicate 

in modern society. I believe that the influence of the internet and global 

communication has made English more flexible and innovative than ever before. 

New words spread quickly across the world, and even non-native speakers actively 

contribute to this process. For instance, many slang expressions and abbreviations 

like “LOL” or “OMG” have become part of everyday language. 
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This paper aims to examine the main types of word formation in modern 

English and analyze their role in vocabulary development. It will also explore how 

external factors, such as digital communication and globalization, contribute to the 

emergence of new words. Understanding these processes is essential, as it helps us 

better comprehend the dynamic nature of modern English. 

1. Derivation (Affixation) 

Derivation is one of the most productive ways of word formation in modern 

English. It involves adding prefixes and suffixes to a base word in order to create a 

new word with a different meaning or grammatical category. For example, the prefix 

“un-” can change the meaning of a word into its opposite, as in “happy – unhappy.” 

Similarly, suffixes like “-ness” and “-er” form new words such as “happiness” and 

“teacher.” 

In my opinion, derivation is very useful for language learners because it 

helps to guess the meaning of unfamiliar words. By understanding common affixes, 

learners can expand their vocabulary more effectively. 

2. Compounding 

Compounding refers to the process of combining two or more words to form 

a new lexical unit. Common examples include “toothbrush,” “smartphone,” and 

“football.” These words clearly demonstrate how meaning can be created by joining 

existing words. 

I think compounding reflects practicality in language, as it allows speakers 

to express complex ideas in a simple and direct way. It is especially common in 

technology-related vocabulary. 

3. Conversion (Zero Derivation) 

Conversion is a process where a word changes its grammatical category 

without any change in form. For instance, the noun “email” can be used as a verb 

(“to email”), and “google” has become widely used as a verb meaning “to search 

online.” 

From my perspective, conversion shows the flexibility of English. It makes 

communication faster and more efficient, especially in informal contexts. 
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4. Borrowing 

Borrowing is the process of taking words from other languages. English has 

borrowed many words such as “restaurant” (French), “piano” (Italian), and “yoga” 

(Sanskrit). 

I believe borrowing enriches the language and reflects cultural exchange. It 

shows that English is an open and global language. 

5. Blending 

Blending involves combining parts of two words to create a new one. 

Examples include “brunch” (breakfast + lunch) and “smog” (smoke + fog). 

In my opinion, blending is one of the most creative processes in word 

formation, often used in media and advertising to create catchy terms. 

6. Abbreviation 

Abbreviation includes shortening words or phrases, such as “TV” 

(television), “UN” (United Nations), and “LOL” (laugh out loud). 

I think abbreviations are becoming increasingly popular due to the influence 

of social media and texting, where quick communication is important. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, word formation is a vital aspect of modern English that 

contributes to the continuous growth and development of the language. Various 

processes such as derivation, compounding, conversion, borrowing, blending, and 

abbreviation play a significant role in enriching vocabulary. These processes are 

influenced by technological advancements, globalization, and cultural interactions. 

In my view, understanding word formation not only improves language 

skills but also provides deeper insight into how language evolves over time. 
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