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Prepositions are essential parts of speech in English that often cause confusion and 

mistakes for learners. They are small words that show the relationship between other words 

in a sentence, such as location, time, direction, and more. Common mistakes in using 

prepositions can lead to grammatical errors and misunderstandings in communication. In 

this essay, we will explore ten common mistakes in English prepositions and provide 

examples and tips on how to avoid them. 

One common mistake in using prepositions is the confusion between "in," "on," and 

"at" for expressing time. For example, many learners struggle with knowing when to use 

"in" for months and years, "on" for days, and "at" for specific times. For instance, it is 

correct to say "I will see you in January," "I will see you on Monday," and "I will see you 

at 3 o'clock." To avoid this mistake, it is essential to study and memorize common time 

expressions with prepositions, and practice using them in context. 

Another common mistake is using "to" instead of "for" or vice versa when 

expressing purpose or reason. For example, some learners may say "I bought this gift to 
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you" instead of "I bought this gift for you." The correct preposition to use depends on the 

context and meaning of the sentence. "To" is used for direction or movement towards a 

person or place, while "for" is used to indicate the purpose or beneficiary of an action. To 

avoid this mistake, learners should pay attention to the specific meaning of each 

preposition and practice using them correctly in sentences. 

Prepositions can also cause confusion when talking about locations and directions. 

One common mistake is using "in" instead of "on" for surfaces or using "to" instead of 

"on" for destinations. For example, it is correct to say "The book is on the table" and "I am 

going to the store." To avoid this mistake, learners should practice using prepositions of 

location and direction in different contexts and pay attention to the relationships between 

objects and places in sentences. 

Another common mistake is using prepositions incorrectly with verbs or adjectives. 

For example, some learners may say "I am interested to learn English" instead of "I am 

interested in learning English." The correct preposition to use depends on the verb or 

adjective that precedes it. To avoid this mistake, learners should study common verb-

preposition and adjective-preposition combinations and practice using them accurately in 

sentences. 

One common mistake that many learners make is using the wrong preposition after 

certain phrases or expressions. For example, some may say "I am worried about my exam" 

instead of "I am worried about my exam." The correct preposition depends on the specific 

phrase or expression being used. To avoid this mistake, learners should familiarize 

themselves with common prepositional phrases and expressions and practice using them 

correctly in sentences. 

Another common mistake is using prepositions incorrectly with certain verbs or 

adverbs. For example, some learners may say "I am looking for my phone" instead of "I 

am looking for my phone." The correct preposition to use depends on the verb or adverb 

being used. To avoid this mistake, learners should pay attention to the specific meanings 

of verbs and adverbs and use the appropriate prepositions accordingly. 
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Prepositions can also cause confusion when talking about relationships between 

people or things. One common mistake is using "between" instead of "among" for more 

than two items. For example, it is correct to say "He divided the candy among the children" 

and "He divided the candy between the two children." To avoid this mistake, learners 

should pay attention to the number of items being compared and use the appropriate 

preposition accordingly. 

Another common mistake is using prepositions incorrectly with phrasal verbs. 

Phrasal verbs are combinations of verbs and particles (prepositions or adverbs) that have 

unique meanings. For example, some learners may say "I am looking forward to meet you" 

instead of "I am looking forward to meeting you." To avoid this mistake, learners should 

study common phrasal verbs and the prepositions or particles that follow them and use 

them accurately in sentences. 

Prepositions can also cause confusion when talking about quantities or amounts. One 

common mistake is using "less" instead of "fewer" with countable nouns. For example, it 

is correct to say "There are fewer students in the class" and "There is less sugar in the 

bowl." To avoid this mistake, learners should pay attention to the countability of nouns and 

use the appropriate prepositions accordingly. 

Another common mistake is using prepositions incorrectly with comparisons or 

superlatives. For example, some learners may say "She is taller than me" instead of "She 

is taller than I am." The correct preposition to use depends on the structure of the 

comparison or superlative being used. To avoid this mistake, learners should study 

common structures for comparisons and superlatives and use the appropriate prepositions 

accordingly. 

In conclusion, prepositions are important elements of English grammar that can 

cause confusion and mistakes for learners. By understanding 

common mistakes in using prepositions and practicing how to avoid them, learners 

can improve their language skills and communicate more effectively in English. It is 

essential to study and practice prepositions in different contexts, pay attention to verb-
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preposition and adjective-preposition combinations, and familiarize oneself with common 

prepositional phrases and expressions. By mastering the use of prepositions, learners can 

enhance their language proficiency and avoid common errors in communication. 
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