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Abstract: The Jadid movement emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries as
a reformist initiative among Muslim communities in Central Asia, particularly within the
Russian Empire. Advocating for educational, cultural, and social renewal, Jadid
intellectuals sought to modernize Islamic society by integrating contemporary scientific
knowledge and secular subjects with traditional religious teachings. This movement played
a pivotal role in shaping national consciousness, promoting literacy, and resisting colonial
domination through peaceful reform rather than confrontation. The study of the Jadid
movement reveals its deep historical significance as a catalyst for intellectual awakening,
socio-political change, and the eventual formation of national identities in Central Asia.
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INTRODUCTION
The Jadid movement represents one of the most influential reformist trends in the
history of Central Asia. Emerging in the context of Russian colonial rule, Jadidism was
driven by a group of Muslim intellectuals who believed that progress and survival in the
modern world required change from within. They emphasized the importance of modern
education, critical thinking, and cultural revival to uplift Muslim society from stagnation.
The Jadids were not only educators but also writers, journalists, and social activists who
used newspapers, schools, and literature as tools to promote their ideals. By addressing
Issues such as backwardness, illiteracy, and colonial oppression, the Jadid movement laid
the groundwork for national revival and reform. This paper aims to analyze the historical
background, core principles, and lasting influence of the Jadid movement in shaping

modern Central Asian identity and thought.
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The Jadid movement did not arise in isolation but was part of a broader wave of
reformist thinking that swept across the Muslim world in the 19th century. Inspired by
developments in the Ottoman Empire, the Middle East, and South Asia, Central Asian
Jadids adapted these ideas to their local context. One of their most notable achievements
was the establishment of new method schools (usuli jadid maktablari), which replaced rote
memorization with phonetic reading, science, arithmetic, and geography. Figures like
Ismail Gasprinskiy, Abdurauf Fitrat, Munavvarqori Abdurashidxonov, and Mahmudxo‘ja
Behbudiy played leading roles in shaping the ideology and practice of Jadidism. Despite
facing opposition from conservative religious leaders (the “Qadimis’) and repression from
Russian authorities, the Jadid movement persisted as a powerful intellectual force. Its
legacy continued into the Soviet period and influenced the formation of national identities
and modern education systems in Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and other Central Asian
republics.

CONCLUSION

The Jadid movement was a pivotal chapter in the modern history of Central Asia,
representing a conscious effort by Muslim intellectuals to bridge tradition and modernity.
Through their emphasis on educational reform, cultural revival, and social progress, the
Jadids laid the foundation for a new national consciousness that challenged colonial rule
and internal stagnation. Despite facing resistance and eventual suppression, their ideas
endured and influenced generations to come. The movement’s legacy is evident in the
continued relevance of its core values—knowledge, reform, and identity—in shaping the
modern development of Central Asian societies. Studying the Jadid movement not only
offers insights into past struggles for progress but also highlights the enduring power of
education and intellectual leadership in societal transformation.
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