é Ustozlar uchun pedagoglar.org

STYLISTIC DEVICES FOR EXPRESSING EMOTIONS IN "OLIVER TWIST"
BY CHARLES DICKENS

National University of Uzbekistan Jizzakh Branch,
1st year master’s student :
Abdurazzogova Kamola

Annotation: This article explores the main stylistic devices employed by Charles
Dickens in "Oliver Twist" to express emotions. By analyzing the use of symbolism, irony,
and dialogue, this study aims to highlight how these devices contribute to the emotional

depth of the narrative and enhance the reader's engagement with the text.

Keywords:Charles Dickens, Oliver Twist, stylistic devices, symbolism, irony,

emotional expression, literary analysis.
Introduction

"Oliver Twist," one of Charles Dickens's most celebrated works, serves as a poignant
commentary on the social issues of 19th-century England. Through a rich tapestry of
stylistic devices, Dickens effectively conveys a spectrum of emotions experienced by his
characters. This article will examine how symbolism, irony, and dialogue function as

crucial tools for emotional expression within the narrative.
Symbolism

Dickens employs symbolism extensively to evoke emotions and convey deeper
meanings. For instance, the character of Oliver represents the innocence and vulnerability
of children in Victorian society. Various symbols throughout the novel, such as the
contrasting settings of the workhouse and the streets of London, illustrate the harsh realities
faced by orphans and the loss of childhood innocence. The use of symbols invites readers
to engage more deeply with the emotional landscape of the story, allowing for a richer

interpretation of Oliver's plight.
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Irony: Irony is another significant device used by Dickens to express complex
emotions. The novel is rife with instances of verbal, situational, and dramatic irony, which
serve to criticize societal norms and injustices. For example, characters often express
sentiments that contrast sharply with their circumstances, highlighting the absurdity of the
social systems in place. This use of irony not only evokes a sense of empathy from the

reader but also prompts reflection on the societal issues Dickens aims to critique
Dialogue

The dialogues in "Oliver Twist" are meticulously crafted to reveal character
emotions and social dynamics. By analyzing conversations through frameworks like
Grice’s Cooperative Principle and Leech’s Politeness Principle, we can see how characters
communicate their feelings indirectly. For instance, Oliver's interactions with other
characters often reflect his isolation and longing for belonging, enhancing the emotional
weight of his journey . This technique fosters a connection between the reader and the

characters, allowing for a more immersive experience.
Conclusion

In "Oliver Twist,"” Charles Dickens masterfully uses stylistic devices such as
symbolism, irony, and dialogue to express a wide range of emotions. These devices not
only enhance the narrative but also serve as critical tools for social commentary. Through
his intricate use of language and literary techniques, Dickens invites readers to engage with
the emotional depth of his characters and reflect on the broader societal issues they

embody.
References

1. Lian, M. (2017). Discourse Analysis of Oliver Twist from the Perspective of
Pragmatics. In Theory and Practice in Language Studies (Vol. 7, Issue 8, p. 626). Academy
Publication. https://doi.org/10.17507/tpls.0708.04

71-son 3 -to’plam May 2025 Sahifa: 51



é Ustozlar uchun pedagoglar.org

2. Trisnawati, I. K., Sarair, S., & Rahmi, M. (2017). Irony in Charles Dicken’s Oliver
Twist. In Englisia Journal (Vol. 3, Issue 2, p. 91). Universitas Islam Negeri Ar-Raniry.
https://doi.org/10.22373/ej.v3i2.1026

3. Persulessy, S. I., Emzir, -, & AcengRahmat, -. (2018). Social Values in Charles
Dickens’s Novel “Oliver Twist.” In Advances in Language and Literary Studies (Vol. 9,
Issue 5, p. 136). Australian International Academic Centre.
https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.alls.v.9n.5p.136

4. BILYK, O., & PUHA, 0. (2021). Structural and semantic peculiarities of English
colour-naming compounds and ways of rendering their meanings (based on Ch. Dickens’s
literary work “Oliver Twist”). In Humanities science current issues (pp. 112-116).
Drohobych Ivan Franko State Pedagogical University. https://doi.org/10.24919/2308-
4863/35-1-17

71-son 3 -to’plam May 2025 Sahifa: 52



