
   Ustozlar uchun                           pedagoglar.org 

73-son  4–to’plam  Iyun-2025                   Sahifa:  55 

WHAT IS PLAGIARISM? 

 

Ahmatova Mohichexra Mo‘minjon qizi 

Buxoro viloyati G‘ijduvon tumani 1-son Politexnikumi 

Ingliz tili 

Elektron pochta: axmatovamoxichexra@gmail.com 

+998500100912 

Ahmatova Mohichexra Mo‘minjon qizi 

Polytechnic No. 1, Gijduvan District, Bukhara Region 

English language 

Email axmatovamoxichexra@gmail.com 

+998500100912 

 

 Abstract: This article provides a comprehensive analysis of plagiarism, exploring its 

definition, various forms, consequences, and prevention strategies within academic 

contexts. It examines the ethical and legal implications of plagiarism, with a particular 

focus on its impact on scholarly integrity and societal progress. The article also addresses 

the growing issue of plagiarism in Uzbekistan, highlighting local efforts to combat it and 

drawing on international best practices. Designed for researchers, students, and educators, 

this work aims to foster a deeper understanding of plagiarism’s detrimental effects and 

promote strategies to uphold academic integrity. 
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Introduction 

Plagiarism, the act of appropriating another person’s intellectual property without 

proper attribution, represents a significant challenge in academic and professional spheres. 

It undermines the principles of originality, trust, and innovation that form the foundation 

of scholarly work. In Uzbekistan, the rise in plagiarism cases, particularly in higher 

education and research, has sparked concerns about the quality and credibility of academic 

output. This issue is compounded by the accessibility of digital resources, which facilitates 

both the act of plagiarism and its detection. This article aims to define plagiarism, classify 

its types, analyze its consequences, and propose comprehensive strategies for prevention, 

with a focus on fostering academic integrity in Uzbekistan and beyond. 

Definition and Types of Plagiarism 

Plagiarism encompasses a range of practices that involve the unauthorized use of 

another’s intellectual contributions. The following are the primary types of plagiarism, 

each with distinct characteristics: 
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 Direct Plagiarism: Copying another person’s text verbatim without quotation 

marks or citation. For example, a student copying a paragraph from a journal article 

without attribution commits direct plagiarism. 

 Self-Plagiarism: Reusing one’s own previously published work in a new context 

without proper disclosure or citation. For instance, submitting the same research paper to 

multiple courses without permission is self-plagiarism. 

 Paraphrasing Plagiarism: Rewriting someone else’s ideas or text in one’s own 

words without crediting the original source. This is common when students paraphrase 

online articles without proper references. 

 Mosaic Plagiarism: Combining phrases, ideas, or sentences from multiple sources 

without attribution, creating a patchwork of unoriginal content. 

 Accidental Plagiarism: Unintentionally failing to cite sources due to lack of 

knowledge about citation practices or oversight, often seen among novice researchers. 

 Contract Cheating: Outsourcing academic work to third parties, such as hiring 

someone to write a thesis, which is then submitted as one’s own. 

 Data Plagiarism: Using another researcher’s data or findings without permission or 

acknowledgment, particularly prevalent in scientific research. 

Understanding these forms is critical for fostering a culture of academic honesty and 

ensuring that contributions to knowledge are original and properly credited. 

Consequences of Plagiarism 

Plagiarism has profound consequences across academic, professional, legal, and 

societal domains: 

1. Academic Consequences: Students found guilty of plagiarism may face 

penalties ranging from failing grades to suspension or expulsion. For researchers, 

plagiarism can result in retracted publications, loss of funding, and damaged reputations. 

For example, a researcher in Uzbekistan who plagiarizes may lose credibility within the 

academic community, hindering career advancement. 

2. Legal Implications: Plagiarism can violate copyright laws, leading to 

lawsuits, fines, or other legal repercussions. In some cases, publishers may take legal action 

against authors who reproduce copyrighted material without permission. 

3. Ethical Violations: Plagiarism erodes trust in academic institutions, devalues 

original scholarship, and undermines the principles of fairness and intellectual honesty. 

4. Societal Impact: In Uzbekistan, widespread plagiarism in academic settings 

can hinder the development of a knowledge-based economy by discouraging critical 

thinking and innovation. It also diminishes the global competitiveness of Uzbek scholars 

and institutions. 

5. Professional Consequences: Beyond academia, plagiarism can lead to job 

loss, professional sanctions, or loss of credibility in fields such as journalism, publishing, 

or research. 
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The digital age has amplified both the ease of committing plagiarism and the ability 

to detect it. Tools like Turnitin, Grammarly, and iThenticate are widely used to identify 

unoriginal content, making accountability more achievable but also highlighting the 

prevalence of the issue. 

Prevention Strategies 

Combating plagiarism requires a multifaceted approach involving education, 

technology, policy, and cultural change. The following strategies are recommended: 

 Education and Training: Academic institutions should integrate mandatory 

courses on academic integrity, citation practices, and research ethics into their curricula. 

For example, workshops on proper referencing using styles like APA or MLA can help 

students avoid accidental plagiarism. 

 Use of Technology: Plagiarism detection software, such as Turnitin or PlagScan, 

should be widely adopted to screen academic submissions. In Uzbekistan, universities like 

Tashkent State University have begun implementing such tools to ensure originality. 

 Clear Institutional Policies: Universities and research institutions must establish 

and enforce clear anti-plagiarism policies, including defined penalties for violations. These 

policies should be communicated to students and faculty at the outset of academic 

programs. 

 Promoting a Culture of Integrity: Institutions should foster an environment that 

values originality and ethical scholarship. In Uzbekistan, campaigns to raise awareness 

about academic honesty can help shift cultural attitudes toward plagiarism. 

 International Collaboration: Uzbekistan can learn from global best practices, such 

as those in the United States, where institutions like Harvard University enforce strict 

academic integrity codes, or in Europe, where collaborative frameworks like the European 

Network for Academic Integrity (ENAI) promote ethical research. 

 Support for Researchers: Provide access to resources such as citation management 

tools (e.g., Zotero, EndNote) and writing support services to help students and researchers 

avoid unintentional plagiarism. 

 Encouraging Original Research: Funding and incentivizing original research 

projects can motivate scholars to produce unique contributions rather than relying on 

unoriginal content. 

In Uzbekistan, recent reforms in higher education, such as the introduction of 

plagiarism detection software and stricter guidelines for academic publishing, are positive 

steps toward addressing this issue. However, sustained efforts are needed to align with 

international standards. 

Plagiarism in the Uzbek Context 

In Uzbekistan, plagiarism has emerged as a pressing issue due to several factors: 

 Limited Awareness: Many students and researchers lack sufficient training in 

academic writing and citation practices, leading to unintentional plagiarism. 
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 Cultural Factors: In some cases, cultural attitudes toward intellectual property may 

not emphasize the importance of attribution, particularly in non-academic settings. 

 Technological Challenges: While digital tools facilitate access to information, they 

also make it easier to copy content without proper acknowledgment. 

To address these challenges, Uzbekistan has initiated reforms, including the adoption 

of plagiarism detection tools in universities and the development of national guidelines for 

academic integrity. For example, the Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized 

Education has emphasized the importance of ethical research practices in its strategic plans. 

International partnerships, such as collaborations with European universities, are also 

helping to strengthen anti-plagiarism measures. 

Conclusion 

Plagiarism poses a significant threat to the integrity of academic work, with far-

reaching consequences for individuals, institutions, and society. By understanding its 

various forms—ranging from direct copying to contract cheating—and addressing its root 

causes, academic communities can promote a culture of originality and ethical scholarship. 

In Uzbekistan, ongoing efforts to combat plagiarism through education, technology, and 

policy reforms are critical for enhancing the quality of education and research. This article 

underscores the importance of collective responsibility in fostering academic integrity and 

calls for continued collaboration between local and international stakeholders to ensure the 

advancement of knowledge and innovation. 
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