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Abstract:  Teaching phonetics to young learners requires unique and effective
methodologies tailored to their cognitive development and learning styles. This course
paper explores practical and creative approaches for teaching English phonetics to children
aged 6 to 12. It highlights the importance of early phonetic instruction, introduces
interactive tools such as songs, chants, games, and visual materials, and emphasizes the
role of fun and repetition. The purpose of the paper is to equip teachers with strategies that
enhance pronunciation, listening, and speaking skills in young learners, while fostering
motivation and language confidence.
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Annotatsiya: Fonetikani yosh o‘quvchilarga o‘rgatish ularning kognitiv rivojlanishi
va o‘quv uslublariga mos noyob va samarali metodlarni talab giladi. Ushbu kurs ishi 6
yoshdan 12 yoshgacha bo‘lgan bolalarga ingliz tilining fonetikasi bo‘yicha dars o‘tishda
amaliy va ijodiy yondashuvlarni o‘rganadi. Unda fonetikani erta bosqichda o‘rgatishning
ahamiyati ta’kidlanadi, qo‘shiq, she’r, o‘yinlar va ko‘rgazmali materiallar kabi interaktiv
vositalar namoyish etiladi hamda o°yin orqali o‘rganish va takrorlashning roli alohida qayd
etiladi. Ishning magsadi — o*qituvchilarga bolalarda talaffuz, tinglab tushunish va og‘zaki
nutq ko‘nikmalarini rivojlantiruvchi metodlarni taklif qilish, shuningdek, ularning tilga
bo‘lgan ishonchi va motivatsiyasini oshirishdir.

Kalit so‘zlar: Fonetika, yosh o‘quvchilar, o‘qitish metodikasi, talaffuz, til
o‘zlashtirish, sinf mashg‘ulotlari, eshitish qobiliyat

AnHoTanus: O0yuyeHne poHeTHUKe AeTel MIIaIIero Bo3pacta TpeOyeT YHUKAIbHbIX
nu 3(1)(1)CKTI/IBHBIX MCTOJUK, aJallTUPOBAHHBIX K UX KOITHUTHUBHOMY PAa3BUTHUIO U CTHIIAM
oOyuenwms. JlanHas KypcoBas paboTa paccMaTpuBaeT MNPAKTHUYECKHUE U KpeaTHBHbBIC
MOAXO/bI K MPENOJaBaHUIO0 aHTJTUNUCKON (POHETUKH JIeTAM B Bo3pacTe oT 6 g0 12 ner. B
paboTe  TOAYEPKUBACTCS  BAXHOCTh  paHHET0  (OHETHYECKOTO  OOydYeHHS,
pacCMaTpuBarOTCA HHTCPAKTHUBHBIC CPCACTBA, TAKHC KaK IICCHH, peqéBKI/I, HUI'pbl H
HarJisiAHBIC MAaTCpHUalibl, a TAKKC AKOCHTUPYCTCA BHHMMAHHWC Ha 3HAYCHHU UI'PbBI H
noBTopeHus. Llenp paboTel — BOOPYXKHUTH MpENoAaBaTENC CTpaTErwsiMU, KOTOPBIE
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CIIOCOOCTBYIOT YJYYILIEHUIO MPOU3HOIIEHUS, HABBIKOB ayJIUPOBAHUS U YCTHOW peUH y

JleTel, ONTHOBPEMEHHO Pa3BUBasi MOTUBALIMIO M YBEPEHHOCTh B MCIIOJIb30BAHNHU SI3bIKA.
KuarueBbie cioBa: PoHeTuka, MIaJIIME MIKOJIBHUKU, METOJIMKA IPENOJABAHUS,

IIPOU3HOLIECHNE, YCBOCHHUE A3bIKA, KIACCHBIE 3aHATHUSA, CIIyXOBbIC HABBIKU.

Introduction

Phonetics plays a critical role in the development of language skills. For young
learners, the ability to hear and produce sounds accurately is the foundation for clear
communication. Early exposure to phonetic principles enables learners to avoid fossilized
pronunciation errors and become confident English speakers

. Children between the ages of 6 and 12 are especially receptive to language input.
Their auditory systems are flexible, and they can mimic sounds better than older learners.
Therefore, phonetics should be integrated into early education using playful, child-friendly
techniques.

1. Importance of Teaching Phonetics Early

Young learners absorb language naturally through listening and repetition. Phonetic
instruction enhances:

- Auditory discrimination: the ability to hear sound differences (e.g., /p/ vs /b/)

- Pronunciation accuracy: children learn correct articulation before bad habits form

- Confidence in speaking: students are more likely to speak when they understand
sounds

Early training improves communication and reduces misunderstandings in real-life
conversations.

2. Challenges in Phonetics Instruction
While children are receptive learners, teaching them phonetics poses certain
challenges:

- Short attention spans require engaging activities.

- Limited reading skills mean phonetic symbols should be introduced visually and
through sounds.

- Interference from the first language may affect sound perception and production.

Teachers must adapt their techniques to suit the learners’ language level and interest.

3. Effective Methodologies and Activities

The following strategies have proven successful in teaching phonetics:

- Total Physical Response (TPR): Using gestures to associate sounds with movement.

- Songs and rhymes: Musical rhythm supports memory and articulation.

- Phonics games: Flashcards, matching activities, and sound bingo make learning fun

. - Minimal pairs: Training with word pairs like “cat/cut” helps distinguish sounds.

- Storytelling with sounds: Children imitate words and sounds in context.
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Engagement and repetition are essential for long-term retention.

4, The Role of Technology

Technology offers tools that make phonetics fun and effective:

- Pronunciation apps like “Sounds: The Pronunciation App” or “Starfall”

- Interactive websites such as BBC Phonics or YouTube phonics channels.

- Recording tools that let children hear and correct themselves

Digital resources encourage self-study and increase interest in learning

5. The Teacher’s Role in Phonetics Lessons

Teachers must:

- Model correct pronunciation consistently

- Create a safe environment where mistakes are part of learning

- Offer praise and constructive feedback

- Use props, gestures, and visuals to support auditory learning

A passionate and creative teacher can inspire lifelong language skills in students.

Conclusion. Teaching phonetics to young learners requires patience, creativity, and
well-designed strategies. When approached with enthusiasm and tailored methodologies,
phonetic lessons become enjoyable and effective. Integrating games, songs, technology,
and meaningful practice ensures children not only learn to speak clearly but also gain the
confidence to use English in real-life situations.
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