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Language is the main instrument of communication, and grammar is the
system that organizes words into meaningful structures. One of the central
elements of sentence structure in English is the predicate. Together with the
subject, the predicate forms the grammatical foundation of a sentence. Without a
predicate, a sentence cannot express a complete thought.

This article examines the concept of the predicate in English grammar, its structure,
types, and syntactic roles. The aim is to analyze how predicates function within
different sentence patterns and how they contribute to meaning.
1. Definition of the Predicate
In English grammar, the predicate is the part of a sentence that tells us something
about the subject. It usually contains a verb and provides information about the
action, state, or condition of the subject.
For example:

« She writes every day.

o They are students.

« The weather became cold.
In these sentences, the predicates are writes, are students, and became cold. The
predicate may consist of only one verb or a group of words including verbs, objects,
complements, and modifiers.
The predicate answers questions such as:

« What does the subject do?

« What happens to the subject?
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« What is the subject like?
Thus, the predicate is essential for expressing predication — the relationship
between the subject and reality in terms of time, mood, and modality.
2. Structural Types of Predicate
English grammar traditionally distinguishes two main structural types of
predicates:
2.1. Simple Predicate
A simple predicate consists of a single verb or a verb phrase. It may include
auxiliary verbs.
Examples:

o He runs fast.

o She has finished her work.

o They will come tomorrow.
Even when the verb phrase contains auxiliary verbs (such as have, be, will), it is
still considered a simple predicate because it represents one verbal idea.
2.2. Compound Predicate
A compound predicate contains two or more coordinated verbs that share the same
subject.
Examples:

o She opened the door and entered the room.

o He smiled and waved.
In these examples, the subject performs multiple actions expressed by different
verbs connected by conjunctions such as and or or.
3. Semantic Types of Predicate
From a semantic point of view, predicates in English are divided into three main
types: simple verbal predicate, compound verbal predicate, and compound nominal
predicate.
3.1. Simple Verbal Predicate
This type expresses a complete action by a lexical verb.

Examples:
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o The child laughed.
« They work in a factory.
It shows action or process directly.
3.2. Compound Verbal Predicate
A compound verbal predicate consists of a finite verb and a non-finite form
(infinitive or gerund). It often expresses modality, beginning, continuation, or
ending of an action.
Examples:
« She can speak English.
o They began to study.
« He stopped smoking.
The first element expresses modality or phase, and the second element expresses
the main action.
3.3. Compound Nominal Predicate
A compound nominal predicate consists of a linking verb (such as be, become,
seem, appear, feel, etc.) and a predicative (subject complement).
Examples:
o She is a teacher.
o The sky became dark.
o He seems tired.
The linking verb connects the subject with a noun, adjective, or other word that
describes or identifies it.
4. Grammatical Categories of the Predicate
The predicate reflects important grammatical categories:
4.1. Tense
The predicate shows when the action happens:
o Present: She works.
« Past: She worked.
o Future: She will work.

4.2. Aspect
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Aspect shows the nature of the action (completed, ongoing, etc.):
« Continuous: She is working.
o Perfect: She has worked.
4.3. Voice
Voice shows the relationship between subject and action:
o Active: The teacher explains the lesson.
« Passive: The lesson is explained by the teacher.
4.4. Mood
Mood expresses the speaker’s attitude:
« Indicative: He comes every day.
o Imperative: Come here!
« Subjunctive: If he were here, he would help us.
These grammatical categories are expressed through the predicate and make it the
most dynamic part of the sentence.
5. The Role of the Predicate in Sentence Structure
The predicate performs several important functions:
1. Communicative Function — It provides new information about the subject.
2. Structural Function — It organizes other sentence elements (objects,
complements, adverbials).
3. Semantic Function — It expresses action, state, existence, or change.
4. Grammatical Function — It carries tense, aspect, voice, and mood.
In English, word order is usually Subject + Predicate + Object/Complement.
Because English has a relatively fixed word order, the predicate occupies a central
position and determines the overall sentence structure.
Conclusion
The predicate is a fundamental component of English sentence structure. It
expresses action, state, or condition of the subject and carries essential grammatical
categories such as tense, aspect, voice, and mood. Predicates may be simple or
compound in structure and verbal or nominal in meaning.

Understanding the types and functions of predicates helps learners analyze
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sentence structure more accurately and improve both written and spoken
communication. As the core of predication, the predicate connects language with

reality, making it one of the most significant elements of grammar.
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