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Introduction

The Belt and Road Initiative, proposed by China in 2013, is an ambitious
global infrastructure and economic project covering over 140.! Energy cooperation
1s among the main directions of BRI, ensuring China's energy security and
strengthening its positions in the international arena.’

Russia 1s an important partner for China in the execution of energy projects
within the framework of the BRI due to the substantial reserves of oil and gas.?
Analysis of the influence of BRI on Russia—China energy relations gives ground
for evaluating the economic and political consequences of their cooperation and
consequences for regional and global energy security.*

Research Aim

To analyze China's influence through the Belt and Road Initiative on the
Russia-China strategic energy projects and their consequences in a political and

economic way.’

Research Objectives
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— Study the history and dynamics of the participation of Russia in the
BRI's energy component.®

— To analyze key energy projects between Russia and China, including
a possible second gas pipeline Power of Siberia 2 and East Siberian oil
pipelines’.

— To analyze the political and economic impacts of cooperation on both
countries and the region.®

— To determine the prospects for further development of relations and

possible risks associated with the energy dependence’.

Hypothesis
Energy cooperation within the BRI framework forms a strategic tool for
boosting political partnership and regional stability between Russia and China,
forms a new form of economic interdependence, and shapes the global energy
market.!”
Materials and Methods
Materials:
— Strategic documents and agreements between Russia and China.
— Data on gas and oil pipeline projects (Power of Siberia 2, East Siberia
pipelines).

— Open-access publications and analytical articles.

Methods:

— Political analysis of strategic documents and agreements'!.
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— Case study analysis for certain projects!?.

— Comparative analysis of the dynamics of energy supply and
investment flows'?.

— Expert analysis on how the cooperation will influence political issues

both regionally and globally.!*

Expected Results

The establishment of drivers that shape strategic energy partnership between
Russia and China."

Assessment of political and economic implications of energy cooperation. ',

Analysis of BRI’s impact on the global energy market and strengthening
multipolarity.'’

Recommendations for further enhancement of cooperation with minimization
of risks of energy dependence.'®

Conclusion

Energy cooperation between Russia and China under BRI develops strategic
partnership and political interdependence'®. Joint energy projects shape regional
stability and the global energy market®°. BRI opens a new window of opportunities
and challenges for both countries and requires an adaptive strategy in political and

energy policies?!.
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